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In view 0/ dur relationship 
with Congressman Dirksenj I ' 
think the'' attached information 
should be furnished to him ■ 

preferably by personal delivery' 
on the part of someone such as 

Such Cleaa^ who knows him.* All 


B»x^ 

BendMi 
Penningtoo . 
Hi't QtitoiiT«ni«*.*‘ 




Mr. K 


•* » 






f 


-i 







contained in t 



the 
attached 

obeson 








I 


f > 











^ A 

ftO 


memorandum concerning Paul 

publ iC ' source materVaX* j.nerv »o 

the possibility that Con gressman 
Di rkseji*a correspon dent^ 

in'Peoria, 




the FSI* 



information as coming fro 
I thinks consequently j in 

delivering the material to Congressman 
Dirksen^ we should suggest that neither 
he nor his constituent should UtHTdate 
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PAUL lOBSSOH 


ALL INFORMATION C0NTAp<ED 

HEREIN IS UNCL'S 


rf*. 


DATE 



Beiokffl*ound 
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*T7ho*B 13io for 1946 «nd 1947* haa the follo«i) 0 g blo^aphi 



data 


Douovruisg AoboiOui 


/ 


He 1 b a oonoert einger and an actor* He vat bom at Prinoeton^ 
Vow Jersoy^ on April 9^ 189B^ the aon of TTIHIiub Drew Robeson and Anna 

Louisa (Bustill). He received Me A*.B* degree at Sutlers College In 1919^ 
end LL*B* froa Colui^la UnlTorsi^ in 1923^ an honorary L*H«D* at Henllton 
College In 1940, an honorary U*A, at ftitgere university tn 1932, an hon- 
orary L.H.D, at Moorehouae College, 1945, and an honorary doctor*! degree 
in hvBahnB letteri at Howard University In 1945* He narriod Eslanda Cardosa 

1 > ItA Atwi Sftn. P&ul From 192S 


He it 


Q^qAq q 2J — ww 

until the jnreaent tijoe he has appeared In nuaaroua ' stage plays* 

nenber of the Ihl .Beta Kappa, tM Alpha Phi Alpha and 8i{^ 7au Delta fra* 
temltlea, Bobeiion was a four-letter non idille at Hutgers UniTeralty and 

was picked by Walter Cei&p on his AIl-Aaerloan football tesa as an end, Els 
horn it In Enfield, Connecticut* He gives his Her* Tork address as, in care 
of Robert RooVmoro, 10 East 40th Street, Hew York, Hew York* 
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The Current Biograplyfor 1941, on page 717^ haa the following to 
say oouoeming Robosont 

"The racial problem is one that Robeson has studied thoroughly* 

It was raolal dlsorirlnation as much as his own acting ability that oaused 
him to gire up his career as a lawyer* Be aent his son to school In the 
USSR because he thought the boy ootild grow up normally there* ••••******He 
frequently speaks out on political issues In which he feels his raoe is 
deeply Involved* Zh the sumaer of 1940, he was opposing oonsorlptlon, 
speaking for pesos, later urging all HegroSf in industry to doih the United 
Automobile Tforkere of America in their Ford 'organising drive, sn^ later 
speaking and tinging at benefits to aid Britain, China and the Soviet union; 

He was called a radioal** 


Aotlvltiee in Connection with Tarlous Cormmlst Front Or ganl satloni 



t 


Ly. Tolson 


The November 4 , 1937^ Issue of the *Dally Uorker#* alleged official 
publioatioh of the Cemuatmist Par^, carried an article In which Robeson was 






£; chii "“quoted as saying, *When I step on to a stage in the IJiture, I go on as a 

I work with a oonsolousness of that 


fig*” — rwpr eaentatlve of the working class* 
- — in By mind** iOO-12304-7- page 12 




. j*r» fioBen__ 
ar, Tracy_ 
kr* CVBon 
. Lr, B«an ‘ 




JSxm ^Dally Worker* of Hey 16® 1939, on pnc® It pointed out tbet 


\ 


kr« Ourtisa^ 

£• ^^%Bn Rebe son In an Interview had atated that there was no dlBorlmination in 

SiiS t olrclsB and that Ms son, i&o attended school in Russia, received a ; ^ 

there, 100-12304-7, page 12 ^ ^ y > ^ y _ y J ^ ^ 
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Th 0 "PooplQit TTorldf* alio sod pubHofction of the Cogmcunlst P^rty 


on the TSbfit Coait^ In It* ioeuo of Deoesiber 26, 1941, eoid that Bobeaon 
was the featured speaker before a "Defend Aiaerioa Rally” held in Los 
Angeles, California on Deoonber 25, 1941| There leere approximately 1,000 
VegrocB press nt» The rally was sponsoreA fcy the Hational fiegro Congress 

Robeson in his speeeh oontrasted his experienes In 


among other groups. 

Rati Germany In 1934, when he was senaoed by III tier *s Etora Troopers vith 

He said that in the HS5B he found a 


the reception be x^oeived In Russia^ 
eomplete absence of racial dlserLainatlon of any form idiloh inspired him 


to send his son there to be eduoited. 


part of all allies to defeat Hitler* 


Be urged unity of action on the 

100-12504-17 




tAVA 9 


The "ftinday T^rker* of Uaroh 22, 1942, on page 2, seotion 2, and 

JUl eUXLEin A 0 A vuv AWXW«*d»XA^ liBHUO iigr nUhrODMAA 

no more hbneet eTldenoe of a sinoere desire to defeat Fasoism along with the 
tending of tanks and if possible aid to the SoTiet Hnlon than by the freeing 
of Sari Browder ao that he may take his rightful plane in the vanguard of tiie 

oohorta against Faseitsu* 100-12S04-S • ‘ . 
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A mass rally "Salute to Our* Russian Ally" vas held November 6 , 

ew Tork. 


1942, in the Uadlson 8 q;uare Garden, Row York. Robeson was Introduoad by 

the master of oerenonles by saying that "the next voioe to be heard is the 
woiot of ^e antl^Paseiits" Sxe spotll^ts mere turned Robeson and he 

Ho then 


siaid, ”I am an anti-Fasoist« I am an Amoriean. I «a a Hogro. 
proceeded to read out loud a letter written by a twonty-soTem year old 
Red Army soldier, idio said that he ^mis "contlmalls^ narchlng westward to 
freedom." Robeson added that the soldier was Vy friend and yours." Be said 

plnOv hS »pp6&r6u 1 b 




MIV 


MAAA VW 





i ^w^A 
AAVAVAHW 


AmX, 4 ^ 


with Russia and had sung the "Red Ansy Song," the audience bad literally 
"broken it up." 


100-12304-7, 
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The "People *a Toloe,” Earlu newspaper, Tor January 23, 1943, 
oarried an advertisement urgi^ the release of Professor Korrls 1J« Edhappes 
Alleged Connunlst of the City College of Hew Tork, who had been eonidoted 
Af perjury* Robeson is quoted in this advertisement as saying, "I want 
to be identified in every way with this movement. ••••...•••to free Horrle 




SchapMs.......This re Boons ibilitv is Ihe first charce upon all of us to 


fl^t Fasoisn for freedoa." 100-12304-31, pg 2 


The "Uidhigan Chroniole* of February f, 1943, reported an interview 
with Robeson In which he stated that there was no raoial disorimination in 


A « 




Russia. HO faia xne peopia xnere leamea wo love ana worm ror waeir gove 
nent bacausa It belonged to then. Be juatified eendlng his eon to Russia 
so he "oould feel freedom," 100-12304-9 ; - ■ 


A, • 


^ i 


•n 


On April 6 , 1943, It was rsported ^lat a pasqhlet of the Hational 
Council of Aoerioen-Sovi e t Friendship, Incorporated, listed Bi^beson as a 

Conf. Informant H MTC Offioej 100-12304-31 


sponsor* 
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Hio "Dally Worlcer" of July 4, 1945, on pago 1, in oolinan 3, ohow* 
the aubject’e pioturo along with that of Ideutenant Colonel Italic Feffer 
and liosoow, &ussla. City Couneilaan Bolown Eiohoels, vhot. Bobetou had 
weloomed to Hew Tortc City at a rooeption held at the Soviet Consulate in 
Hew Yoric* 

4 •. * . • r ' 

V 

TH6 *DtiXy Iforlc®?** oS ^vily 8^ X945^ Xlsl^sd sts ft ftiug*? %% 

a Base neeting to be held oh that day at the Polo Qrotmds in New Totlc City 
honoring the two above^entioned Buesiant* 100-12304-51, pg 5 

• e 

The "Daily Nbrlcer" of Ootober 7, 1045, on page 5, indioatee that 
Bobeeon supported Benjaaln Davie on the CosaBuniit Party ticket for the 
poaitlon of Counoiloan on the Hew York City Council at the "Davis for 

Tiotory Show" held at the Golden Gate Ballroan in Harlem, Sew York City, 

100-12504-51 pg 4 

the "Dally Horker* of liaroh 17, 1944, reported a epeooh wade by 
Robeson at the Sun 7at-5en tribute aeetl^ at ^e liotropolitan Opera Bouie, 

Hew Yox4c: City, Varoh 12, 1944* Boboson is quoted ae having aaid, "the ; 
picture of China* B internal oonfliot aa the Hoxmintang agalnat the Chlneae 
Comnunista is as false as Uartln Dies' picture of his ooranlttee defending 
Congress and the Goveamment agalnat the Aaorioan Ooimiiinlsta,* the eubjeot 
aaid that China was flj^ting Pasoiaift with one am tied Inaamuoh as the Con- 
Buniet led Sighth Boute end the new Fburth Amy were not allowed to cooperate 
with the regular Chinese Amy, 100-12304-51, pg 7 . 

Iba April 6, 1944, issue of the "Dally Worker" said that tlokets 
for the birthday party of the eubjeot to be held on April IS, 1944, at the 
4mory, S4th Street and Park Avanue, New York, would be on sale at the Ooa- 
suniat Political Aaaoolation Bookshop and the Counoil on African Affairs, 

23 West 26th Street, Hew York City, for #1 to |3 eaoh, 100-12304-31 

I 

The "Daily Worker” of April 15, 1944,* refleots an Interview had with 
Robeson by Louise iCt^ell, Jn this interview he le quoted as saying, "his 
birthday party was really -to be a Connell on African Affairs Party," Be Is 
quoted again as having said, "Sie postwar peace ud prosperl^ rest on the 
constructive solutions of the problems of oppressed people everywhere," Be 
aaid that the United States and Oraat Britain kava raallltd that Msxleo nnd 
South Amerloa want to be free, to, too, they will have to realise that 180 
million Africans want equality, 100-12504-31, pg 7 

e 


The "Daily Worker* of April 16, 1944, In aa artlele written by 
Samuel Putman on the life of the eubjeot quotes tha aubjaot In deaoribl^ 

his first visit to tha USSR as having said, "Eow can X describe sty feelings 

' Upon oroiilng w® SoTivt AXl 2 OftS Sfty is vhftv waft SwftSav * CSSft 

there I realised that X had found what I had b^n seeking' all my life. It 
was a new planet — a new oonstellation. It filled sio with suoh happiness 
as I have never knonsn in my life," 100-12504-5, pg 8. 
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me magasxne leoxion or ’*xhe Worker” of April xo« iviif on a ttorjr 
on Robeson* 8 life said that ho sms an honoraiy nenber of Ihe SkUi 
County and JAmiolpal Woriceri of ioorioap a predeoasBor to the present iMlted 
Fublio Workere of Aaerloaj the ZUltTj and also a nember of the Abrahem Lincoln 
Brieade* ioo-iES04-ii - 
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The "Dally Worker* of February 18* 1945* reports that Bobeson 
spoke at a ueetlng of the Joint Anti»Fasoift Sefugee Coonlttee at the 
Ambassador Hotel In Los Angelee* California* at i^eh tls» (17*000 nas raised. 
In hls speech he is quoted as having eald* "ho are standing at the cross* 


au n*.« Bpavon ne as quovea as naTing eaia* "<«e are e^anamg ac xne oroes* 

roads of history* Sooething is Wrong When such Fasolsti as Hearst are 
allowed to aislead and Klslnfpm the Aaetd-oan peopli* The Aaerloan people 
do not entirely understand' 'that we oan have Fasolsa liere unless wo learn 

to use our produottre retouroei for the benefit of all the people. We 
o8Ln*t wait for Fasolsm to die out and the oppressed peoples of the world 

will not wait. We met understand that we hare alreadv entered a ohaneed 


will not wait. We met understand that we hare already entered a changed 
world* We sust haTe those 60 sdlllon jobs that Wallace speaks of* We 
SRoist clean out otur open Fasoists*" 100-12504-31* pg 11 


The "Dally Worker* of Mar^ 12* 1945* carried an article datellned 
in San Francisco on that sajae date la which Robeson la reported to have 
urged fomer President Roosevelt to end the deportation oase against Harry 
Bridges* In hls letter to the President* vhieh was ^ted* he said* "Harry 
Bridges has stood steadfastly against dla crimination* steadfastly for equal 
treatment* and all this without regard to hie own personal fortunes*" 

100-12304-31 pg 12 

The "Dally Worker" of Anril 17. 1945. oarrled an artlole to the 


g.wswv nauAis esAv vu AhTAVtUA MfPCliAVU UW unu »UUiU.^VOift 

a lasiaorandxni to the delegates of Ihe Cnited Rations Conference In San 

Pranoisoo* calling for the establiehnent of en International Colonial 
Cenmission In the proposed world organisation* 100-12304-31* pg. 15 

The "Dally Worker” of Usy 16* 1946*. oarrled an artlole in Which 
it was pointed out that Eobeson was to appear on a program entitled "Salute 
to the 61* s of the united Batiwos" to be held on Hay 31* 1945* under the 
ausploes of the Ibtlonal Council of Anerloan Soviet Friendship, The "Daily 


e "Dally Worker" of April 17* 1945* carried an artlole to the 

WAV UU JUFxvtUi A ttljTS MOB14AVU UY UJJB UBU •ULXiU.lCIsaia. 


sa«4 .Y, 


in^ irtiloh 


i h«id in tfedltoti Square Vra Tork Citjr* 


mmiA 4 .V. 4 . 
^vmv 0 VASAV 


The "Dally Worker" of Sept sober 80* 1945* said thot Robeson had 
acted as Chalruan of wore than 1000 eltisena in the Fine Arte field* who 
formed an organisation known as the "Artiste* Writers and Professional 

Division of the Ben J, Davis Bon-Partlsan (k^alttee*" The article quoted 
Robeson as having said* "Sle (Ben Davie) oampaign belongs to the people* 
to ell people — idilte end negro* gentile and Jew* euttlng aoross all 

^vUjid&3rjkv s aeiid Boo^p&s^A sft T i pcXlvioSf vur Bvu £& Civ^ CouuolX* 

means we*re In there** 100-12304-40* pg 7 
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the "DelXy Vbrksr* of Ooioher 20^ 194 6^ oorrled an artiole entitled^ 
■itobeaon Lauda Ben Da via tor hta Faith In hla People** The artiole^ amoiif 

other things, stated that Roheson praised the Sorlet Ihiion for Its destruo« 
tlon of Fasoina and Its fight against dlsoriatnatlon* 100-12304-40, pg. 9 ^ 

the Ootoher 25, 19^, edition of the *Gatette* at Montreal, Canada, 
carried an article In idiidh Robeson is quoted as haring said, **Zf I hare 
suiy followers, they will hare to talM what I hare to say along with songs#* 

the artiole oontlimed and nolnted out that Ihe "burden of hie nrooaennda 


is the saga of free wen the world orer** Sooeson is quoted as haring said ' 
that hla "polltloal opinions are well hnown#* He said that he had urge^ 
the election of ?Fed Roee, Ctnammiet aepiber of 'ttxe Canadian Parltaoent# 

Of FrenOO^ he aal.d that he should hang, even if he is now supported t|y 
the United States, Great Britain and Canada# 100 - 1 25 04-Sid> A 

I I 

The Pittsburgh P^Courlsr* of Ootober 27, 194S, oarrted sn srtlole afcioh 
pointed out that Robeson was the thirtieth recipient of the "Splngam Medal* 
anniuil award for outstanding aohlevwnant, presented by the lAACP# In his . 
aooeptanoe speeoh before eereral hundred notables ta the Biltau»re Hotel in 
Vsw Torlc, he roloed a frank and pronounced preference for Soviet prlnolples, 
eoonoido, politieal and eoolal. Be said, *the Soviet Union oan*t help it 
as a Ration and people if it is in the wain stream of ohange#* Be warned 
against ths rsbulldlng of Pasoim, restoration of ■oaarehles, and reetorai* 
tlon of their estates to collaborators# Be pointed out that the Ruesiana 
hare Shown What backward peoples can aoooapllsh in one generation of an#» 
deavor# He said, *Full anploywent In Ihissia is a faot and not a ayth and 
disori^natlon is non-existsnt#* 100-12304-35 

4 

• V 

■ . . f 

file *Peopla*s Toios* of lovember 10, 1946, oarrisd an artlols in 
iriil<di Robeson answered his Fascist orltlos# Zt was pointed out that in 
response to orltiotsa of him In the Montresl *Gasetts* for Including in , 
hie concert a talk against Frsnoo, he said, *2hey will have to take what 


Robson is quoted as having said ' 

d that he had urged 




X have to aay along with my owga# 


100-12304-40# pg 10 
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'' The *Daily Worker* of Rovonber 22, 1945, reports that ha dslivarad 
an address at the Madison Square Garden in Sew York City on Bovenber 14, 

1945, Bponsored by the Batlonal Oounoil of interloan Soviet Friendship on 
oooasioh of the 12th snulversary of the Utaited Stetee Soviet dlplonatio rela* 

tions# He eald one of the greatest aohlevsoents of the USSR in 28 years 

was tixs attlti^bs of deoooraoy re^urdlosi of raes, OTSod, color or nstionallbys 
& said thore ara no ninoritiss therai instead, svaryons Is oqual, 

r ; r 100-1 2504-Suh A 

^ The *DalIy Worker* of January 10, 1948, oarrted an artiole In whloh 

It was poinbed out thst the euhjeot, the Chalnaan of the Counell on Afriosn 
Affaire, epoke at a meeting on daauaxy 7, 1946, at the Abyssinian Bapttti^ 
Churoh in Harlem for the purpoee of raising relief fusds for the people of ' 

Africa# 100-12304-40, pg 11 
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Th« Seattle "Star* of February 12^ X84Sf reported an Interriev with 


>*u 4 aV Va 


^ 1.4 A 

»euLu i^m 




a«.4a4 aaV. aa^ 

PVXAVVA 


««« 1 »..AA«A 


vxa^ rtLUJL^ VA^$ m 

froa the 6th throu^ the 18th year* He aaid^ eon 1» definitely the 
product of SoTlet education** He oontlnued and ealdf *Z a& well eatlsfied* 
The Russian atandards are extremely 100>12304>88 . 


k ^ 


Ihe "Dally Horker" ot liaroh 6^ 1946^ listed J^beson among those 
noting as spoiisors of a "Hatlonal Ibbilliatlon in Washington* piovement 
to be held Ipril 5 through 1946^ to "Win the IMted States baok to a 

genuine anti-Fasoist foreign program*" 100-12304-40^ PS 11 

« 

i 

The "Psople*s Toloe* of Xar^ 80« 1946^ reported that Robeson spoloe 
before a mass ceeting at the Second Bi4>tist Church in tios Angeles^ California* 
that day ahloh stoeting vaa aponaored jointly by the Counoll on African Affairs 
and the "Feople*s Daily World*", ihaong other things* he ealled for aid and 
demoo rati sail tor. for the oolenlsil people of the world* 100-12304-Sub A 
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"The Worker" of Septsinber 1* 1946* said that tha aditors ofWen 
Idasses* had announoad they would sponsor a production entitled* "Adrenttire 
Dramatic* at Carnegie Rail on September £2* 1946* Robeson reportedly would 
psrtioipate and oombina his talents along with other artists In ths irbage 
production of "The Great Conspiraey Against Russia** by Albert lahn and 


Idchael Sayers* 


100-12304-Sub A 
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The "People's Toloe* of October 19* 1946^ describes Robeson as Co- 
Chairman of the Sational Committee to W£b the Peace* siei^er of the IxsoutiTe 
Committee of the Independent Citlsens Committee of Arts* Solanees and Vto» 
fesslons* Chairman of the Council on African Affairs* C^lraan of the Amerlean 
Crusade to Bnd lynching* The same article reported that he was a witness ■ 
before the Tenney Joint Leglslatire (California) CommisBion on Dn-Anorlcan 

AotlTlties In Los Angeles* California* on October 7* 1946* When asked If he 
thought Russia in 1917 was ths ideal country in Which to test liarxisat* he 

taid* *So* 1 think the best oo untry to test the principles of Marxism might, 
be the Aaerioa of today* Russia In 1^917 was too poor*" He said ho was mot 
a Comimmist but that "*****aS a Wegro* he was "inoTitably attracted to the 


Anti*FasoUt ISorment****** 
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^e Sew Tork ”Ti»sa" of Ootober 6^ 1946* this sazse information was 
j^ported and he is w^ied as haring laid &at -rtfardlwis of RuSsia'i totali* 
tarian features^ It was a oountry wbioh had established equality of peopl 

of blacky white and yellow and ^mne a derogatory twe ef the word *Jew* 

brou^t a jail aentenc#*" 100-1280i-6ub A ' 
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The "Daily Worker* of Ootober 11^ 1946* In reporting thie eame infonaa' 

t we exli 


tdoa quoted Robeson as haring told Ssnator Tenni^ that 
Committee was erldenee of the foot that Fasoism still lives, 
if he was a Coanaunlst* Es replied that he oharaoterlsed himself as an 


existence of his 
He was asked 
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antl^Fkscift* He eald that he vas not a Coommlat^ hut that he vould 
ohoose it over the Bepublioana* explaining that "in tty aaeoeiation with 
Comisunlats throu^out the Tforld^ I have found then to he the flnt people 
to die^ Ihe flret to aaorlfiee* and the firet to understand Kasolaa*" 




The "Daily hbrloer" of Deoenber Z7, en page 5^ that he 

would he the prinolpal epealcer at a teo^day oonfet^nee to he held In 
Washington^ D, on January £S^ 1947^ under the ausptoee of the Jjserieon 
Crusade to End Lynohing* 




t 


Th« "P«opl«*s TdIm** of fmhrunry 1047^ on pago toO| wurrlod on 
artiole in vKieh It was etated that Boheson had told reporters In 6t* 
touis« Ulssouri^ that he was Isavlng the thsatsr and the concert stage for 
the next two years to "talk up and ^wn the Batlon against raoe hatred and 
prejudice*" The artiole pointed out that Boheson aarohed at the head of 
a picket line with about 80 aeabers of the 8t* Louis Ciwll Bights Congress 
in front of ^e Amoriosn Thsater in St* Louls« lUssourl^ to protest its 

raolal segregation praotioe* 

Thd Los Angeles "Tlsies* of March 17» 1947^ pointed out that Bobeson*s 
oonoerft^. at the Hvllharaonlo Auditor iuaa en the Satur^iy ni^t before^ followed 
the pattern of those set by hla In recent years In that It was part recital 
and part politieal action* The article pointed out that fron the remarks nada 
by Boheson it was apparent that he had no intention, of ehanglrtg his routine* 

Xt added, "Those who pay to hear his eloquent singing will also have to endure 
his politicking, 

Hedda Hopper in' her eolum "Looking at Bollywood* In the Los Angeles 
"Tliass" of )!ar^ 20, 1947, said, *^00 Paul Robeson sang the CGnminist *Feoplo*a 
Battle Song* here and dedioated It to Oorhardt Hlsler, soae meobers of hi* 
audience walked out* nby one raxaainsd Is beyond me* To sit Idly listening 
to a man abusing the precious heritage of freedom given us by our Cons t Itiitl on 
in flaunting the preaahiagi of oif most dangerous enemy is inviting disaster* 
Hhen Buoh people as Robeson are attacked they scream *perseoutlon* and *Fasolsa* 
the obvious dodge that our Red brethem attoopt whan oornered by. people Vdtoa 
they«Te goaded out of lethargy* Tet they believe it perfectly right that they 
be allowed to attack the voiy foundations of cur oountry «<* simply because, one 

of our principles provides fyeedom of tpeeoih*" 

e 

« • 

The »Washlngton Post" for Bay 9, X947, in an artiole entitled "Jfew 
Veterans* Legislat^n Demanded as TlrCt Annual Comisunist Veterans Enoampment 
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program held at Tumer*s Arena, tKxshington, D* C*^, on Bay 8, 1947* Among the 
other speakers who appeared before tiiis group were William li Foster, Chalman 
of the Commanist Party, and Bugans Dennis, General Beorstary of the Cemunist 
Party* 
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In the "Hewmeek*' nag&tlne for Uay X2« 1M7, on pa^e 29, undar an 
article entitled "Paean From IVaTda^" the following Information appeari eon- 
oeming Robeaoni 



"Paul Boheaoni Affiliated vith Imerioan Committee for Semooraoy 
and Xntelleetual I^eedom« China Air Council^ American League for Peaoe and 
Demooraoy^ Amerloan X^aoe UoMllsationf Artleta* Front to ifln the War« Citlsena* 

Committee for Barry Bridgee^ Joint Anti-FaBolet Befugee ComltteOf Uedloal Bureau 
and Korth Anerioan Committee to Aid Spanleh Democracy^ Batlonal Council of 
ij3erioan»SoTiet Friendahlp^ national Federation for Constitutional Libertlea« 
national Begro Congress^ Bee Hasses^ Ben Theatre League^ Bee Dance League^ 

Bee Theatre, Southern Conferaooe for Buaan Velfare, Soviet Bubs la Today, 

Veterans of the Abraham Linooln Brigade, American Youth for Democracy, Inter- 
national Labor Defense, the Abraham Linooln School^ and the Bashli^on Ctsanltted 
for Aid to China,* 





^4 







*: V. * * 

. *• •• ■ 

* ‘ • .- * 


' f 1 . .• . r - 

I . r • * . f 


3*' 

W ^ Pravda U ^adi 

K ft 

most members regarded it as primarily a 
gesture reflecting the pret ailing economy- 
rnindedness of the SOtfi Congress. They 
believe that if the Senate restores the 
slash, the House probably will agree to 
a compromise^around S3CXi,000,000. 


Pravda U gradfied: Russia has so many warm friends in the United States 
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Lfcr i : Sprinter 

Henr>* Wallace announced last week 
that he was ready to make the supreme 
sucriflee. **I have no ambition for pub- 
lic office,^ he declared. Hiwever. he had 

o ^d*fu\r\A iKoiirflit nn If fVlP 


. — ^ 


only way to advance the cause of world 
pt*ace was for Henry Wallace to run for 

President in '48, **1 would run a$ hard 
as 1 could.” 








E. Davies, Paul Robeson, ^'and many 

oAers,” including Mollie Lieber. 

Of all Russia’s blessings, only MoUie 
Lieber had earned Prav'da's accolade tlie 
hard way. Mrs. Lieber made no bones 
about Hi She was an old-time Coro* 
munist-part)' member and €>rganixer. 
Bom in Poland 30 years ago, she came 

ahe was 12. “I was 

disillusioned shortly after arriving here,” 
ihe declared last week. At 17, she was 
taking part in radical activities. She 
helped lu organize the Young Communist 
League, in Illinois and nationally. She 

^ organiTO {tS SU^CeSSOT, 

American Youth for Democracy, and is 
now co-chairman of the Illinois div’ision. 

Wallace, Pepper, and Elliott Roosevelt 
earned Pravda’s accolade by tiieir at- 
tacks on American foreign policy, arid 
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Paean From Pravda 

Fravda last week counted Soviet Rus- 
sia's manv' blessings one by one, and the 

results were gratifying. TTiere was so 

much the Russian.s could be thankful for, 

lilt: x%iUM;(jw u^uy r-AUfseu^ |/ai iiwusat 

their American friends. Pravda named 

(hem: 

C Henr>' A. Wallace, Democratic Sen. 
Claude Pepper of Florida, and Elliott 
Roosevelt, whose pru-Sovicl stand indi- 
cated "ihe mood of the broad masses of 
Aniericans,” 

I 

C The National Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship, 'lieadcd by the Prot- 
estant clergyman Melish,” 

c ‘'Politicians like Melish [who] express 
tlie mood of many simple Americans ” 

C Johannes Steel, “the famous radio com- 
mentator." 

C Prof. Ralph Barton Ferry, Robert W. 
Kenny, Allwrt Einstein, former United 

States Ambassador to Moscow Joseph 


u uic. A lie 


especially on uie irumiui t^n.uuic. a ik; 
others earned it, however, primarily by 

lending their names to scores of Com- 
munist-front organizations, including the 

National Counefl of American-Soviet 

Friendship, which w-as first organized in 
1920 as tne Friends of the Soviet Union. 
During the war, the organization tem- 
porarily achieved considerable esteem and 
succeeded in enticing many anti-Commu- 
nists to join. Since then, its propaganda 
against United States foreign policy has 
driven most of them out" 

The record; 

The Rec. William Howard Melish, 
associate rector of the Holy Trinity Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church iit Brooklyn, te 
chairman of the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship. Has been 
affiliated with the Johit Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee, the Citizens Com- 


mittee for Harr>' Bridges, and the Na- 
tional Federation lor Constitutional 
Liberties, Has written for Communist 
publications, including New Masses ind 
Soviet Russia Today, 

Johannes Steel: Dropped as radio com- 
mentator by station WHN, he now pub- 
lishes the pro-Soviet new^sletter, Johannes 
Steel Report on World Affairs, and is for- 
eign editor of the sympathetic Reader'a 
Scope. As candidate for Congress irf 
Communist-dominated American Labor 
part>, he was endorsed by Tlie Daily 
Worker and supported by 1,000 Com- 
munist doorbell-pushers. 

Frof, Bnlph Barton Ferry, a spcmsnr 
of the National Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship. Sponsored call to 
Congress of American Soviet Friendship, 
dinner honoring Red Army, and Southern 

rVknforonrw fr\r Htiman W#»lf:irp Contrib- 
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utOT to Soviet Russia Today. Worked 
closely with American Student Union and 
American Committee for Democracy and 

Intellectual Freedom. • 

Robert W, Kennt/, former State Attor- 

IICJ' x^caiAJi/L diiaa ^ WKma 

Coordinating Committee to Lift the Em- 
bargo, American League for Peace and 
Democracy, Council for Pan American 
Democracy, Friends of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, National Lawyers Guild, 

¥ AixmmA AwvsAi-frvAn nrwl Tr^int 

l>c«^uc V»t AUhAJ f«aai.via| w«u 

Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. Couns^ 
for W’illiam Schneiderman, California ^ 
state secretary' of the Communist party. ( 

Albert Einstein: Affiliated wath Ameri-^ 
can Friends of the Chinese People, Com- 

»*• r 

roinee lor reacc inrougn vyujiu v-wir- 
eralion. Congress of American-Soviet 4 
Friendship, Friends of tlie Abraham Lhi- 
coin Brigade, lutemalional Labor De- 
fense, Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com- 
mittee, League of_ J.-' Writer^ 
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* Conunittee to Aid Spanish Denx>cracy» 
National CoiiiirfJ of Arrx^rican-Soviet 
Friendship, National Federation for Cod^ 
9 £titutionaj liberties, Soviet Bussia To* 
day, die Spanish Refugee Relief Cam^ 

pjiigTi 4ji{J tliu jA rjc8n for 

the Protectioo of Foreign Bom. 

Joseph E. Darter.' Affiliated with 
National CknmcO of American -Soviet 
Friendship «nd Congress of American' 

So\ iet Friendship. Sent greetings to New 

Masses. Signed statement of National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
hailing War E)epartinent order permitting 
0)nimunists to become Army officers. 
Author of ''Mission to Moscow" which 
glorified Soviet regime and justified 

/ totalitarianism, 

Paul Robeson: Affiliated with Ameri- 
can Committee for Democracy and In- 
tellectual Freedom, China Aid Council, 
American League for Peace and- Democ- 
racy, American Peace Mobilization. Art- 
ists' Front to Win the \Var, Citizens* 
Committee for Harry Bridges, Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee, Medical Bu- 
reau and North American Committee to 
Aid Spanish Elemocracy, National Coun- 

1 \Jl 




tional Federation for Constitutional Lib- 
erties, National Negro Congress, New 
Masses, New Theatre League, New 
C^ce Xjeague, New Theatre, Southern 
Conference for Human W’elfare, Soviet 

Russia Tod.y, V^eterans of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, American Youth for 
Democracy^ International Labor Defense, 
the Abraham Lincoln School, and the 
VV'ashington Committee for Aid to China. / 
To Pravda, the activities of Russia*/ 
friends proved that ^foreign democratic 
intellectuals have become more and 

more convinced that only by following 

the principles which the USSR is 
defending in the field of international 
relations can the leaders of science and 

culture be set free from the fate of the 

servants of imperialism," 

Unfortunately, Pravda added, the 
"friends of the USSR do not have 
freedom of sp^ch on the pages of news- 

vn a rra«Tinf^< Anri Vboolctc UntH 

circulations, and sometimes these per- 
sons are even persecuted."* ^ 

May Party Line 

The party line stretched long and thin 
down Eighth Avenue in New York*s 
swarming garment district. Sometimes 
there were embarrassing gaps in it. Some- 
times there seemed to be fewer paraders 
than police— 2,800 uniform^ cops and a 
small army of detectives had been as- 
signed to the route. At Union Square, the ’ 
reviewing stand looked like a Sunday 
picnic. A mother rocked her baby car- 
riage in tbe spring sunshine. Two small 
boys scrambled over the bleachers, 
whacking at each other with roUed-up 
banners. Girls posed for snapshots. It was 
May Day, 1947. 

Thuf before police, 

•rrespondeDts 


from Tass, the official So\iet news agency, 
and thousands of office and factory work- 
ers cn route to the 5 p.m. homeward sul> 
way cni&h. New York Communists and 
pro-Commurusl organizations marched in 
tbeif annisal show of strength, The 

jy^y M’orker heralded as ‘‘united labor* 
tum^ out to be tbe old. standbys— die 
National Maritime Uninn, the United 
Electrical Workers, arid the Internationa] 
Fur and Leathw* Workers Union— all CfO 
and Communfst-infiHrated. Only a few 
left-wing AFL contingents marched and 
they paid the price— by nightfall, the 

AFL ordered the three leaders who had 
sponsored participation in the parade 

jnspended. 

By far fhe p'catest triumph of the day 
belonged to the Communist party itself. 
It ordered into the parade about 700 vet- 
erans, in uniform and wearing military 

decorations. They marched in perfect 
ranks chanting; "One-two-three-four. Wc 
don’t want another war." 

On placards, banners, and floats, the 
marchers announced where they stood: 

C They were against military use of the 
atomic bomb, imperialism, the Taft- 

AAiliUCy JAWWX 1 IQ 1 LA CA V ^ 3 


Rankin and T. PameU Thomas, Senators 
Taft and Bilbo, war talk, Red baiting, 
J. Edgar Hoover, President Truman's 
foreign policy, loans to Greece and 


: EUROPE^^^ 
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Aroostook; Six bomber fa< ^ to Eurt^ 

.1, i i r r 


Turkey, Wall Street, and the House Ud- 
Americai^ Activities Committee. 

C They were for peace, independence 
of Puerto Rico, a F^eral theater, die SS- 
hour W'Cek, housing, Soviet-American 

K^XUAJU £a1»«C4^ i\, 

Wallace, the Negro ballplayer Jackie 
Robinson, and the return of "ooe-oeot 
bubble gum * 

Communist spokesmen vied with each 
other in trying to cover up an aD too 
apparent fact— May Day, 1947, was a flop 
compared with other years. Blatanth'. 

Ben Gold, Communist president of the 
Fur and Leather W‘orkers Union, pro- 
nounced the parade the “best ever." Wil- 
liam Z. Foster, national chairman of the 
Communist pa^, added: "This great 
demonstration is but a foretaste of the 

great demonstrations to come.” The Daily 
Worker announced that 80,000 had 

marched. The police count: 27,500, 


ARMY: Potato Air Base 

Amculturally, Aroostook County in 
Northern Maine could brag about its 
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nation’s No. 1 spud producer. Commer- 
cially, it could boast of the astounding 
355 bushels per acre which it converts 
into starch, alcohol, dehydrated potatoes, 
seed potatoes or fertilizer, or just lets 
rot under the government'* price-tu{>- 
port program. Botanically, the county— 

bigger than Connecticut and Rhode Is- 
land combined— had also been famous 

for its forests of magnificent udute pines. 

Militarily, it was another matter. Be- 
cause Arooslcx>k County is the closest 
spot in the United States to Europe, the 
Army Air Forces last week revealed H 

would build a $14,000,000 base there for 

its longest-range bombers— the tix-en- 
gined Consolidated B-36, the Boeing 
B-50, the Northrop B-35 Flying Wing, 
and its jet-powef^ version, the B-49. 
Their S.OOO-mile radius would put Eu‘ 
rope vithin six- to seven-hour range of 

the neu' Aroostook base. 
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plateau was 7,200 rolling acres of |^ato 

and pine lands outside Limestone Vil- 
lage, only 4 miles from the Canadian 

border and 30-^ from the wartime air- 
ferry hub at Presque Isle, Because of 

tfic immense weight of the new fuper- 

bewnbers, the AAF figured it was easier 

to build the mammoth new 10,000-foot 
runway from scratch than to convert 
Presque Isle or ary other field. 

Tbe AAF planned to break ground 
June 15, as soon as the spring thaws are 
.ayqr* Since Aroostook has a virtually *ub- 

climate, it would take two tum- 
mers,' perhaps three, to complete work,^ 
¥ y* then would the field be ready to^ 
^e two air groups of perhaps 30 Cn 
bombers each. Presumably, a twin base 
j for the AAPs over-the- Arctic air strategy 
would be built in the northwestern part ; 
the country to match Aroostook's nnt- 
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Betweta 400 »d 500 Com- i^ which climued flrjt dkr*s New York SUle Communist Party field imifs to >«kf 4n ai_ 

.rftunlsts from various States, most "pacampmenf* ’ #1 .- ' I"t“ * ***^ veterans la iU- 

Of them veterans commemorated ni«ht*i program, which tol- _._ ‘ ing cUlma, 

iV-E Day hr gathering here vester- ddoptiop of a nesolution ^ ^ 

iLr lor new veterans' Jegisla- ^ ^ erans to th* VA hospitals and nn- 

i^J!“ w WiUUm > 1« GI BUI of WghS. 

^2!** ’'li "* ^*^“®**^* «■•! •ecreUrr, and Paul Rdtesoa. ***u“ IWMpltal jSoonal Ser^ 

'^ani met they were not called sesaion of the ^'Encanfpmenr was I andunmatehed manent tern tosursncc,^ 

a ma^^meet- Robert Tbompaon. ^hai^^thejf ^ - 

; — — ^ wssmen turn their States ran including Increases to aub- 

to at leasPt one snag yesterday payiMnte tod tmcmjdiKy- 


INFORKATIC^I CCirrAlMFS) w £ 


«torAj^urVandenberg(B., 

^d Wpresentatlves Hais , and € tati l ao ldim 

\ungblood ffiL, Mich,) and ' \ r- ; v 

Shafer (R., Mich.) in r-- ' " ' ' ^ \ 

Ih.y woald r^ose to grant li 

#nU^ vmh the . Michigto I * 

^Pbtot vetet^* PTOgnoh I; * f n# 

f hy th* *TEhcampniMtr I M f)«f 
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I, An employment program in-C / _./j 

elodtog Federal publto works, ex^k * I 

ipanded |ob training, higher mtol-f 
|mum wages, a shorter woik week,! 

I improved health and safe^ eondi- 
tiona, compulsory employmtot of 

toably! veterans and Goyemroent" CllpplBK 1* frOB 
o^er^to of imtued war plants. ifashlBgtOB Pft«k 
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IP anflhntf homes to the n^t ftvey 1947 
toars^AMtosgUon of atfIngNft eot>-i 
trols over constmethm ud mato^^ 

and p« 8 tag»ttC 1 hft 4 Sncnder- 

^atot^ ftS)d other tanutogMOi. 
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P^viU fe gratified] RuMlft hat m.mMoy wmwm frfeiWh.ln the United Stetee 


4 

most memben regained tt u primarily a 
gesture reflecting the prevailing economy* 

■iaiafu^uiK M VI taev mm^j 

believe that if the Senate restore! the 

flash, the House probably will agree to 

a oompromite-around $!^,000,000* 


LEFT: Sprinter 

Henry WaDaoe announced last week 

tliat he was ready to make the supreme 
sacrifioe^ ”1 have do ambition for. pub- 
lic office,*' be declared. However, he had 

m vgf Maan^«va 4 «a %mwC 

only way to advgnoc.the cause of world 
Tvace was for Henry Wallaoe to run for 
Resident in *48^ would nm as hard 
as I could.* 


Paean From Fjravda 

Fravda last Week counted Soviet Rus- 
sia*! many blessbigt one by one, and the 
results were gratifying, jliere w'as so 

much the Russians ooubt be Aunkful for, 

*1... 

wau^ a vwaw aj 

their American mends. Pravda named 
them; 

C Henry A. Wallar^ Democratic Sen. 
Claude Pepper of Florida, and EUSott 
RcxMeveh, wboae pro-Scndet stand indi- 
cated "the mood m the broad masses of 
Amerkniis.'* . 

4The National Gouncll of AmericaD- 
SovieC Friendili^, *leaded by die Prot- 
estant dnrfyman Melish.* ' 

C *PdfHclans like Mellsb [who] express 
the mood of many steple Americans.* 

€ Johannes Steel, *lhe famous radio oom- 
mentstor.* 

C Prof. Ral^ Barton Perry, Robert 
Kenny, Alb^ EinsteU, fonner United 
States Ambassador to Moaoow josspo 



I^Tp^-.v.-TQvj comTNED 

heeiin X.: i.::i^E3iFiFa ^ 
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E. Daviea, Paul Robemn, *and many 
others,* including Mollie Liebig. 

r\t 4^tl B 1^1 1.. 

mu fkuuiM 9 tMcuiii|^^ uuiy gnuuwc 

Lieber had earned Pravda s accolade the 

hard way. Mrs. Lieber mode no bones 

about it; She was an old-time Coi^ 



disillusioned shortly after arriving herti* 
ih? declared last week. At 17, me was 
taking port in radical activities. She 
helped to. organize the Young Communist 
League. In Illinois and nationally. She 
also helped to ofgasize wa wOCeiiOf, 
American Youth for Democracy, and is 
now. co-chairman of dte Illinois division. 

WoIUoe. Pepper, wM Elliott Rooseveh 
earned Pravda s accolade by their at* 
tacks <n Aiiwicaji foreign^ policy, and 

** on me Tmrnan Doctrine. The 
oUtert earned it, however, primarily by 
lending tfieir names to scores of Gom- 
munist-firont organizations, Including Ae 
National CouncO of American-Soviet 
Frieixlship, whidi was first organized in 
192G as toe Friends of the Soviet Union. 
During tf>e wsir, the organization tern- 

achieved considerable esteem and 
sd in enticing many antl-Commu* 
nists Id fbin. Since ttien, its propaganda 
against United Sutes foreign pdicy has 
driven most of them out.* , 

The record: 

.Tlw fteo. WiOiam Hoicwd Sfettsh, 
associate rector of the Holy Trinity Pkot- 
estanC Epfsoopal Church fo BrooUya, Is 
duibmaii of Ae National Cptmrtl of 
American-SovM Friendship. Has been 
affiliated wtfi the ,foSot Antt-Paadit 
Refugee Coqpmlttee; the Citizeas Com- 




M.I.T. 



Hwald L. Mms. 



fno 




mittee for Harry Bridges, and the Na- 
tional Federation, for Constibitfonal 

1 


rwaaia^SotP 

ana Siva as 


publicatioiu, including New Mutei and 

Soviet Russia Today. 

Johannet Steel: Drmped as radio com- 
mentator by station WHN, be now pub- 
lishes the pro-Soviet newsletter, Johannes 
Steel Rcpoii m ^orlu AffairB. aud Is for- 
eign editor of the sympathetic Reader*! 
S<xipe. As candidate for Congress of 
Communist-dominated Anterkan Lalxir 

he was endorsed by The Daily 
oncer and supported by 1,000 Cnm- 


party, I 
Worker 


Diuulit dOwbeO-puShwa. 


Prof. Re/ph Berton Perry, a ^xmior 
of the National Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship. Sponsored call to 
Congress of American-Soviet Friendship. 
diniOT hono^g Red Anny,^«id Southern 
Gpnference for Human Welfare. Gontrib- 
iitor lo Soviet. Russia Today. Worked 
closely with Ameriw Student Union and 
American Committee for Democracy and 

Intellectual Freedom. 

Robert W. Keimy, former SUto Attor* 

^ - a A tmti.rn.. M . . 

uuy \^cacnu or LdAiiromia: iuuuirea wiui 

Coordinating Committee to lift ^ Em- 
bargo, American Leanie for Peace and 
Deiowacy, Council for Pan American 
Democracy, Friends of die Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, Natio^ Lawyers CuikL 
League of American W'rKeft, and joiiit 
Anti-Fascist Refum Committee. Counssl 
for Williain Schneldennan, CaUfoiirie 
state secretary of ^ ComoDunist party. 

AlbeW Einstein: Affiliated with Ameri- 
can Friends of the Chinese People, Com- 
iofnee for Peace Throu|p World Coop- 
eratiao. Congress of American-Soviet 
Frienddi^, Friends of Ae Abraham Lfn- 
ooh Brigue, hattemational Labor De- 
fiensei Jmt AoAFascist Refugee Com- 
mittee, League of American WritersL 
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Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy", 

National Conned of American-Soviet 
Friendship, National Federation for Con- 
stitutional Liberties, Soviet Russia To- 


day, die Spanish Refugee Relief ^Cam- 
paign, and the American Committee for 
the P^tection of Foreign Bom, 

Joseph £. Dantes: Affiliated with 

National Council of American -Soviet 
Friendship and Congress of American- 
Soviet Friendship. Sent greetings to New 
Masses. Signed statement of National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
hailing War Department order permitting 
Communists to become Army officers. 
Author of “Mission to Moscow,*" which 
^ glorified Soviet regime and justified 
totalitari^ism. 

Paul Robeson: Affiliated with Ameri- 
can Committee for Democracy and In- 
tellectual Freedom, China Aid Council, 
American League for Peace and Democ- 

• «AM«r Art* 

lats^Vnmt to Win the War, Citizen^ 
Committee for Harry Bridges, Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee, Medical Bu- 
reau and North American Committee to 
Aid Spanish Democracy, National Coun- 
cil of American-Soviet Friendship, Na- 
tional Federation for Constitutional Lib- 
erties, National Negro Congress, New 
Masses, New Theatre . League, New 
Dance League, New Theatre, Swtbem 
Conference for Human Welfare, Soviet 
Russia To^y, Veterans of the Graham 
Lincoln Brigade, American Youth for 
Democracy, unteroational Labor Defense, 
the Abraham lincoln SchooL and the 
WaAington Committee for Aid to Ghfaia. 

To Ftavda, the activities of Russia*s 
friends proved Chat ^^fmeign democratie 
intellectuals have become more and 
more oonvinoed that only by following 
. die princ^Iet wdudi the USSR h 
defen^g in die field of iDtematiODal 
relations can the leaden oS sdenoe and 
cuHiire be set free from die fate of the 

aervanti of imperialism.* 

Unfortunately, ^vda added, tha 
' ^friends of the USSR do not have 
freedom of speed) on the pages of news- 
papers, magazhies, and books with great 

OiiculatioDt, and sometimes these par- 
sons are even persecutatL” 

♦ • * 

May Party line 


fwanning gannent district. Somednies 
dim were embarrassing in IL Some; 
dmea Aere seemed to be fewer paradeci 
than polioe-fi,600 uniformed oops and a 
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fmm Tass, Ae official Soviet news agenCT, 
and thousands qf office and factory work- 
ers en route to the 5 p.m. homeWfilTd sub- 
way crush. New Yoik Communists and 
pro-Communist mganizations marched in 
Aeir annual Aow of strength. What The 
Daily Worker heralded as “united labor"* 

tumM out to be the old standbys— the 
National Maritime Unton, the United 

Electrical Workers, and the International 
Fur and Leather Workers Unton— all CIO 
and Communist-infiltrated. Only a few 
left-wing AFL contingents marched and 
Acy paid Ae price— by nightfall, the 
AFl^ mered Ae three leaders who had 
sponsored participaUon in Ae paiade 

suspended. 

By far Ae greatest triumph of Ae day 
belonged to m Communist parte itself. 
It ordered into the parade about 700 vet- 
erans, In tiniform and wearing military 
decorations. They marched to perfect 
ranks chanting: "X>ne-two-three-fbur. We 
don*t want another war * 

On placards, banners, and floats, Ae 
marchers announced where they stood: 

fil They were against military use of the 

atomic bomb. Imperialism, the Taft- 

Hartley “slave* lab<^ bill, Hepresentativet 
Rankin and I. Parnell Ibomas, Senators 
Taft and Bubo, war talk. Red baiting 
I. Edgar Hoo>ver, Pkesident Trumans 
toraign policy, loans to Greece and 
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CANADA 



S. A. 
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Newsweek 


surkey, WaD Street, and the Houm Un- 

American Activities Committee. 

€I They were for peace, todependenoe 
of Puerto Rico, a FcJderal theater, the 35- 
hour week, housing, Soviet -American 

friendAip, Gerhard Eisler, Henry A. 

Wallace, Ae Negro ballplayer Jackie 

Robinson, and Ae return of *one-cent 
bubble gum * 

Communist spokesmen vied wiA each 
other in trying to cov^ yn as a!! too 
apparent fact— May Day, 1947, was a flop 

compared with mer years. Blatantly. 
Ben Cold, Communist president of the 
Fur and LeaAer Workers Union, pro- 
nounced Ae parade Ae “best ewr. Wil- 
liam Z. Foster, nattonal Aalrman of Ae. 
Communist party, add^: "This great 
demonstration is but a fmetaste of Ae 
great demonstrations to come.“ The Daily 
Worker announced that 80,000 bod 
marched. The police count: 27,500. 


AHMY: Potato Air Base 

Anicukurally, Aroostook County in 
Northern Maine could brag about Iti 
smooA-sktoned potatoes that make it At 
nation's No. 1 spud producer. Commer- 
cially, a could boast of Ae astounding 
355 bushels per acre whkh It oonvertt 
into starch, aloDbo], dehydrated potatoa^ 
■ced p^atoes or lertiwEer, or fust lets 
rot under the government's prioe-a^p- 


trtgger than Lonnecbcut and Rhode la- 
loM corobtoed-had also been famous 
lor its forests of magnificent wbite ptoea 

Militarily, it was another matter. Be- 
cause Aroostook County is Ae cl os est 
QN3t to Ae United States to Europe, Ae 
Army Air Forces last week revoiled It 
would buOd a $14,000,000 baae Am for 
its laumst-nnae ’ bombers-Ae 


its loa^st-nnge ' bomber»--Ae six-en- 
ctoed OonsolimUed B-30, Ae Boetog 

B-50, Ae NofArop B-S5 Flying Wto£ 

and its )et-poweiM verstoo, Ae B-49. 
Their 5,000^mile radius would put Eu- 
rope within riz- to aeven-hour nu^ of 
Ae new Aroostook bate. 

The chosen rite on Aroostook's fo g -free 
plateau was 7,200 rolling acres of potato 
and ptoe .lands outside Limestone Vil- 
lage, only 4 miles frvxn the Canadian 
bmer uid 30 from the wartime 
ferry hub at Ifresque Isle. Because ol 
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TRes^ Days 


T WS3^ into Paul 

^ Peotla with confilderal 


ticulties In 
and found ihat 
no race or color prejudices wm Involved. 
< tf)positlon t o Robeson arose from an an 
to commuD 


OPPQfiltiOl 

T«« *ViA. A4rntm^ U 4. 

«wkF«»vii c vwxi uiafiuiK. All MIC new AiiiUK. avr 



December 1945, 


ihU new enliveninr and fasi-ehan|ina 
world, the Soviet Union I believe to be In the verr 
forefront of the battle to obtain real (not imac- 
Inarv) freedom for the many — not the few.^ 



Robcs o^{ in “Sov iet Russia Today,” Aufust 193d, 
ms sa: 

The Soviet Union is the 


over been tn 




A ve lived ill B5iBlaud and America and i*Ve almo st 

Cir cled the globe— but for myself, wife, yid son , 
Soviet Union is our^utiire ^me.” 



O BESQN has a way of making speeches du r* 
a his concerts, speeches which support & e 
C ommunist potion. Also, as encores, he of^ n 
atngB Communist songs. It was because of th is 
yeneral situation that on April 15. Ib e 
PeoriV etal^ published in a <^lumn written ~ by 
Oomer Bath an Item, ” Artist or Propagandist” 



The next day Peoria was the eoene of great ex- 
citement. Allen Cannon, sponsor of the concert, 
announce that he would indefinitely postpone 
the concert because the sales were bi^, some of 
those who had bought tickets turning them back. 


Meanwhile, Milo W. Nelson, ootindl 


X A. 




represem/UiK uie w»ra. «awuauwa 


leml^ 

rcSOjU’ 


tion denouncing Robeson as ”an avowed and 
:tlve propagandist for un-American Ideologies 
. ” The resolution was passed by a risixig vote. 

Robeson's concert was to have been held at 

e Shrine mosque. When his local representa- 

e canceled the concert, the mayor of Peoria' 

otfered a room In the city hall for a recenti 
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Because of protests by the American Legion axul 
others, this offer was withdrawn by l^yor Carl 
O.THebel. 

Robeson came to Peoria by motor car from 
Decatur. HI. Dr. Max Vergan, national president 
of the Kationai Negro congress, which Is re- 
garded as a fellow-traveler organization, flew to 

Peoria to be with Robeson. He found that seven 
of the eight Negro ministers cm the reception 

committee had resigned. He wrote: 

*^e then tried to get the local CIO hall, but 
^nnd that even this su»etuary of labor was 
closed to os.** 
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fpHB first story that appeared nationally oo 
^ this subject was not sent out by any reporter 
from Peoria, but was telephoned by Paul Robe- 
son to the Cpuncp on African Affairs In New 
York. This w& published In New Yoi 
newspapers and was picked up by a press 
for national distribution. Sub^uently. g< 

accurate news reports came from Peoria, 

the issue had been beclouded by the earlier ^ 

release of the Cpunipl on African Affairs. The 
impression was created that badb Ifi^e 

Peoria, * 

Max Tcrgan. writing in the Brooklyn Voice, 
sought to recreate that tone: . • Ton oould 

sense the tenseness. Hate filled the eouDtenanees 
of airport loungers as they glared at me. • , •** 
Bis headline reads: **Murder Was In Tbdr 
Hearts.** Subsequently. Peoria ministers offered 
Bobeson a hall for a oonoert and reception. Xhls 
has not been aecepiod. 

^^Y CONCLUSION is that Paul Robeson could 
-tVl have sung, even if to only a handful. He 
could have appeared at the Shzine mosque, even 
.U under police protection. His manager can- 
celed the engagement. 'Pm^ennore. If Robeson 
chooses to be both singer and propagandist, that 
'is bis risk. Those who favor causes must risk 
the consequences of opposition, letter men than 
Paul Robeson have been thrown to the Uons. Jif 

the cause is worthy, the martyrdom Is wor^y,^ 

Robeson, however, has no right even to Imply 

or to permit the untruth to be circulated that 
when be is opposed as one favoring Soviet Rus-J 

sia or the Communists, he Is opposed as an artjsi 

or a Negro. That wss not true In Peoria. 

tOoprrlgtaU 1947. King F«»tur«» ProdfciLti 
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I 


I have been charged with being a fellow traveler of 
Cooununlem, in the city of Peoria, and the State of lUinoiB. 
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Thl m ftCCu 


4 AM 4 m 


principled of Democracy, 
Civil Rights of man** 
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which embraces the "Four Freedoms and the 
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Enclosed you will find the facts, which have led to these 
charges being placed against ae* 1 hav* been accused of being a Coesaunia 
because I believed Pavtl Robeson had' a right to sing to the people of thi^ 
city and I believed he had a right to defend himself against tha deroga- 
toj 7 statements that have been made against him. Thess accusations have 

‘-erican Lesion in this city. I am Consaandsr of the 


be en made 


4* ^ A 


vjr nu»..A ..iwadu glon lH thlS City. 

Negro Post here and I aak that your Bureau investigate ua and also myself, 
and give us a definite statement as to yair findings, so that we may wip>e 
this stupid incident from our records. 


as 

of 

to 


« 

I am SB 

to whether or not 
the information cones 



g that you present us with a definite statement 
Robeson is or is not a Cooniunlst. We have all 

eged acedsations against him, but ws want 



know if he is listed In yoiir files as a Coamunist 


I feel that any good American who has fought for the free- 
dom of mankind does not want to bs accused of such acts, whan ha knows only 
one eountry^mnd will gladly sacrifice hie life that all men might be fre*. 



I am asking for this investigation and your statement a at^ 

I await 


the ear Hast possible data, ao that wa might claflfy this cast, 
your reply and will gladly give you any other infozmation necessary 
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ibontimied from ¥we 
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■dividuali 

‘various on^lzatiooi wit^ wht^ 

are Ailiated, %; 

r Mr. Martin U a district ofrielal 
of the United Pann Pquipment 
Workers (CIO), but he said the 
tmion is no way Involved tn the 
current controversy 


such 


4 M 
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Baselwood la Stateoieiit 


^ monthly meetinc of Roy 

Tisdcll Poet No. M7 will ins^ 

on this post draftlna’ necesaaiy 

resolutions to the courts f ha * 
these matters be investigated thor- 
oughly and that Mr. Robeson be 
dea^ with as any other individual 

woiuld overthrow the roven* 
ent- 

Critidsc* Oooacil 





was quoted as saying. *1. 
to Peoria with adequate 

nJ* . V 

Robeson also was reported 

Whmi» uw WUi lO UlkVCa* 

port* la., where one of his sched* 
uled concerts also 
called flCL 



Another committee member, 
Cliffo\ Hazelwood, also said he 
acted as an Individual and not to 

his capacity of commander of Roy 

B. Tisdetl Post, American Legion. 

In a typewritten statement, Mr. 
Hazelwood said; # 

"‘As Vice president of the Na* 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People It 

has been stated that Mr. Robe- 

aon's appearance here is to clarify 

position as to bis alleged Oom- 
jtnunlstlc actlvitiea and he is ap- 

jpearing on the basis of his constl- 
|tutioi^ righ^ * . • 

f ' “K^g.'Hazelwood statoa that tf 
;Hr Robfson is guilty of subver* 
jslve propaganda or any movement 

|Of any^2M.^re to^overthrow the 
‘goverbxueiv, he (nazeiwood) i 

defender of the Constitution, 

against Robeson, or any other 

American citizen who might he 


Announcement that Robeson 
Would come tc Peoria despite the 
storms of protest here came from 
the singer himself in a press In- 
terview last night in Campaign 
where he gave a concert on the 

University 

Robeson was quoted as saying 
that he had received some threats 
of vloienee from Pporia, and -he 
crlUcized what" he ^ termed the 

“Pascist iechnlQUe’V it the Peoria 
city coun<dL 

Basis for this Otodiell 

ivsoluthHt passed last Tuesday 

Voicing dlsapptdyal it the ap- 
pearance here of any speaker or 
artist who to an avowed and acUve 
propagandist for un-Amerieaa 

attainment, race, «>r anyather oon- 

sidsratioiu*' y W. 

X *} 










1 



f J • X j \ X ' 


FlLR 

t 




** 


-pj 


4 ^ 


.. rt#- ^i*l*** a. 


• • * • r^.-*** ► ^ “ •* ' -. -^- <!• *.,._•» -r" *•' 


.••'.• I «.. '*.*t 



V 


© 





If/ / 


.:> *. V, 


1/yr - 


i 7: 

:j 

' * ». i ] 


; y^- 


'-^- 




4 


- 4^ 


■ ie>:" 


Kr. OUffiili'tiMM. 




niiatis 

S«pUab«r 6, 1*47 


Vr* J. Edgar Hoorar 

Fadaral Bureau of InTestigatdaa 

Washington^ D« C. 


Dear Ur. Koorsn 


a World War 1 Tstaran, having ssrvsd fron April 29f 


1917 to July 7« 1919j in the Cnitad States iraj, I have an Honorslile 

» 

Discharge j with agr character rated as excellent j I night add that I 
alto hare a 50% disahillty-aerrioa eonneeted* 


a 

■ if 

% 


During the last six months^ fron April through Septeaberi 

I have been accas^ad of being a Conaunist and a Cocanmistle BTapathiaer. 

These charges are not true and Z wi^di to innunerate the facta leading 

to theae accuaatlonai 

la In Uarch of this year, a Ur» Cannon^ who la a iwaie 
instructor at Bradley Universitj, entered mj office to place 
an ad in aj newapapera Tha ad was eoncaming the appearance 
of Paul Robeson in a concert at the Shrine Uosque on April IBtlu 
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2a On April l$th. 


UTa Cknar Bath^ a local ftelnairiei^ vrota 

• - d .VJ» * ^ 


an article branding Mr, Robeson as a Cnawntstj 
on the bpttle began to take sha^. 


them 
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3« 1h« eonosri «m o«ne«ll»d on April 16th« te 




th« Cltj Coanell had adoptad a raaolntloa aaqpraaali|| thajy 


k* m. 


diaapproral af Rofaaaon'a ooaoart Iprll 






tina a Aaaaian Goapal Sin^ar 




to i^paar bara 


ITUi 






a lou^n rc»r mluj’j no 




hla appaaranea. 

A« On April 17th« tha Chaabara of iha Cltj Ceaaell 

« • 

0rentad for Hr. R6baaon*a appaaranca to a Citlaan'a CoMlttaa* 
1 had raealrad an inrltatlon to alt in on thia a rawittaa 


acting aa Tlea-fraaidant of tha Rational Aaaoeiatloa For Tha 
Advaneamant Of CoXorad Paop)Of and haliarlnc that a daflaita 


violation of Cilril Ri^ta vaa inroXTod^ I aat in on tha 


rm 


in^, which waa ouda up of cititana who raallj wantad to haar 

Mr. Robaaon aioR* 

5« Tha Kajor and aavaral of tha Aldamen wara willing 

c 

to allow tha Chambara to ba uaad for Ur* Robaaon* a appaaranoa^ 
but on tha night of April I7th tha Peoria Foat of tha iMriaan 


Laglon paaaad a raaolution condanlng Robaaon'a appaaranoa 


Z 


il _ 


Comtund^r or R07 8. Tiadtui Kost tno Mgro amnoa 


Laglon Post in the elty^, ctatad to tha praaa that nj poat waa 
not at all InTolrad in tha- matter and that I waa acting In tha 
capacltj of Tlca>JVa8idant of tha 1* A« A.C* P* (X hava tha 


elippinga to aubstantiata 07 stataMnt) 

6* Than on April 18th tha Uayor reaclndad hi# 




al 


fi. 
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of usa of tha Counoil Chaabara* Mr* Robaaon did 4 kmA Id 

but did not giva tha achedxiled concart* iOl dur£ag"|pla 

< " V*" 

Roy B. Tladall Foat #5^ had rataaioad ailant on tha Isra 
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tha CxacutlT* Beard of Sox B. tladall Poai #597« 
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8. Snndax, April S7Ui, tha propoaad raaoXvtlaa «m adofiai 


bj tha flTa M ahosa 


a appear in the attached ellpplnf^ 


(Exhibit i) without harinf beau Totad upon bj tha uiaibarahip* 


9* At tha aaxt aaatioc ot tha Peat which took plaea 



tha flrat thuradax ia Sax — ^tha raaolution waa dacouncad bx tiM 


other than Aaericanl 



vara praaantad to the praaa. Mb 


ra not printed. 


10. A Tota bx tha waiibarahip waa taken oE Hr. PhlUlpa* 


raaolution and tha count waa 40 a^alnat it and tha a 


fiwa 


wan of tha Kxac d.lTa Board ware tha only one* a who Totad for 


It. 


11. Burln/j this uphawal tha Hinistaiial Alllanca« a gtwtp 


coaprlalnw all of tha Vinietara in tha City of Peoria, praaantadl 


a raaolution to the Hayor and tha City Council condeainj^ ihalr 
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nub^rship and a n«w ona danoundn^ CoaminXm and anj othar 














action toward Hr. Robaaon, and aakad that ha ba Inrltad to Peorih 
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for a concert aoaatlM in tha near future. 
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12. Ob Au^wt 7th, I waa ra-alectad Comiandar of Tisdall 


a 

and third cor.sachtiTa tiaa. Tht dlactioR 


waa padded, howayar, with tha oppositlod br ingin g In jdna 
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of the poet for ra-lnstataaant, who ware paraittdd,.^ 
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of 4 CooHlttoo AppelBtod by bia« 
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AvUelo XI, Soottfltt ^ of tho LofL 



CoaoUtaU 



•a 4 



basis for his 


14* Tho Lskloa 

torUl sssois 


podloekwi sod all of 
eoof iseatod and ones a^ala I vm 


»l»^ll|> praaaeutad and callad a Coaoainist* 

I «ant to tho St«ta Lagton naating fco prasant ay 

4 

bafora tha JxacutlTa Caoaittaa, bat I was not allaaod to spaak. 


Having 


this inaa stisation not only for 


bat this antira Post has baan brandad as C ooDiiini st ie , which is a USf 
■aithar 1 nor tha boys ara inclinad to ba Coanunistic in any 

fim baliSTars of a Damocratic fora of goramnant* 

asking to ba inrastigatad by yonP ftimaa# •« 


I 


I aigfat hsra so»a daflnita proof as to ny coiqilata innocanca* 

On Saptaoibar 26th, I an to hara a trial by *Mriflsa 

LagioB officials and I an aakliig sona action on thia nattar. 


Bara sra tha only organisations I hsTs SYsr partlcipstad 


Int 


3 Tints on Bapnblican tickat for Suparritor 
Sxhaultad Rular of Elks-5 yaara 


Knighta of Pythlsns 
Chaaeallor Connandar-3 

Kaaon<^tia Lodga 


^«bax^ yaart 

• 27 ■ 


Gonsistoiy 
Pralata-1 yaar 


25 r 

5 ■ 


W<» 
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DirteUr V«S.O. Beard 

OeflBnaiij Ftaid IM.ve 
Tlee-fyeeident V.A.A.C.P* 

OrganlMr of Tladell Boei^ 
Quirier lUa^er 

Adjutani 


C 



der (• 35 -* 36 .,.H 5 -* 46 ,..* 46 -* 47 ) 


CaHBunder Hect (*47** 48) 

Heaber Ut. Zion Baptist Chorofa 

Chaiman of Troataa Board 
Tlee-Chaiman Vofrth Side Comnitj Cmtar 

Innargoard State iasoeiatlcii-Elks (Sleeted for 1 jear) 

Chairaon of Civil Llbertle o-SJea 

Big Brothar<Under Judge Vonocan) 

I feel there has been a great aiacarrlage of juatlee here« 
and «7 and Roy B, Tisdall Port # 537 ’ • only aalTStion Uaa in your InTeatl- 
gation ehich will clear mj nane in the eyee of the pibllo and will onoa 

op€Ei our Laglon hona* 
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Beepeotfully, 
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Clifford A. Has 
CdOUjOSR OP SOf 

FOBT #537 



TISDEU. 
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Mar 12, 1947 
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. C. Vonli-Ad^. 


D«p 4 ria«nt of Ullnoia 

Blooaiagtoat lUinolf 
Daar Coaradat 


fiicloaad ar* tha partlculara In tha Robasoo caaa 1 a PaoriAj 

IUlnoiai of ahlcL R 07 B. Tiadall Post #$37 no pax^» 

» 

But dua to fictlco of flva aan on tha Bxacutira Boar# 

it waa lnTolTad in tha aattar^ without tha aanotioa of tha Poat> 

Z waa quaetionad baeausa of ^7 holdi.oi' an axacutlTa poai^ 
tion in anothar or^aniaetlon, tha R.A.A.C»P» I wiah thia oattar to bo 
aaUod to tha attantion of tha Rational Coomandar, that I might ba 



onaratad ot acquittad and no longar acousad of bain^ a ”rad*« baeanoA 

of or dafanaa of daaoorac^. 


Tladall Post hoi no part in thia aattar and tha quaatl 



iot 


Do I hawo a right to baloog to other organlsationo and 

ram&in Coomandar of this post? 

Z await rour aarlj rapl 7 « 


Rasoaetfallj, 

ROT B. TX5DELL P(£T #$3? 


C.A, Hazalwood 
CCUUANIER 


P.S* Plaaaa cancal tha othar ordar for 1,$00 poppiat. 

gabA 

p “ 

Tha aboTa Is a trus and axaet eopgr^ drawn by ma DOROTHT A. MITCHELL^ a 
lotary PttblLo in tha City of Paoria^ County of Paorla^ Stata of Ullnoia. 
My coonlsaion a 3 q>ir«a May 13« 1990* 


k Tn« and bcaet fopjr of tb« !U«olutlo<i dr«n ^ lldlllp* 

fiOT flT« iwnbors of th« SasicutlTo Board of S 07 B« Tiadoll ttk/k ffft 

* • 

April 26, 1947 

1« /.'HISm.'XS, th« Cooaandar of R 07 B« Tladall Poat So* 537, 

Tho Aaorlcan Le^lcn hat wlthiA tht p&st f«w days supported, taoaurtcod 

and aldad an advecat* end sympalhiaer ot CoEuatxnlSR) > and 

ililt action by tha Cksaandar of this Post vat 

0 

9 

tha apprcnral of aald Pool and it.dlraetly eootrary to tha prinelpLas of 
AaarieanlM as adrocatad by Tha Aoarlean Lotion* va? THSHEFORS 

2« RS IT LVD by tha ^AcutiTt Cooedttaa of Hoy B« TladsU 

Post No, 537, Tha Anarican Isjloii, that ^a disa ^provs, rapudiata and 
e^daetn all such action by the Comartdar of ?oat aa not rapraeantlsf 
tha ballafa of thia Cotnlttao and the princlpltt >->f thit Post, tod 

S 

3* B3 it P’Tma D that va raaffir* our vigorous 

oppoaitioa to Caa 9 unlaa and all othar aubveralvs doctrlnaa and to thair 
advocataa thair supportara and a^'spathizars, 

Thia la taksn free tha original copy of tha rasolutioa drasn by Hr. 
PhlUips for uaoibara of tha Sxacutivs Board of Itoy B, Tlsdal 1 Post #537*»« 
■ada by oa, DOI'CTIIT A. iin'CHHlL, a Sat ary PvbUo ia aal f st %hs Oouiily 
of Stata of ILLIKClS.<Jfy ecataltalon aaqdraa lUy 
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stm or nuxozs. 
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If COHTIB CAT2TT, * Msba of ROT B. T130SLL rOBT | S37« 


AincnmiH D^AJtfSCEIfT OF ILUNOJS. am! a MmhAV of khm 
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Do hsrobj mmur ond dopoM that I vat at tha h 
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DR. S. P, BODIOIH oa th« ni^ of APRIL 26th A«D.f nhon om CARL 1. FMlILirtj 
drov thla said r« solution and subolttod It to tho flra saon prasoni fwt tholl' 


apprond. 



5TATS OF nilMOISfj 

) ss. 

COURT! Of ?SORU, ) 


Paroonallj’ appsaxvd boforo 



f DOROTHY A.RITCESlXf « BotOR 


Pablio in and for ths said Ceuntj aforsaaldf CURTS CaTUf^ 
ihct ha has rsai tha abora and foragolnf inatnuBant 
full knoaladfa af its oontaata and pazport* 
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A gifted Negro artist, Paul Robeson, one of the greates singers 
of our age, cone to Peoria* 3ut the people of Peoria were denied the 

rl^t to bear him sing# Paul Robeson is not only a great singer, be 
is also a fine warm cultured personality* A big man in body, mind 
and soul* 

At college, Paul Robeson was an honor student and an All-Asier* 
loan end on the Rutgers football team* As singer and actor he has 
had outstanding success on the stage, screen and radio* He is a 
well-traveled man who sings in many languages* Because of his abll* 
Ity to d. ng the songs and reach the hearts of the common man all over 
the world, he has earned the titles of "Citizen of the World" and 
"Singer of People's Songs"* This man has sung in the biggest audit- 
oriums around the globe* He has put his great talents at the service 
of his own people and of the toilers* So he has sung to soldiers 
at the battle front and to workers in their union halls and on the 
picket lines* Perhaps that is why the powers that be would allow 
Paul ^bdson no place in Peoria to sing his golden songs, except 
the small living room of a worker's homo* 

way? wnyy whyt 

Citizens of Peoria, we must ask; WHY were we denied the ri^t 
to hear Paul Robeson sing? 

WHY was a great American artist denied civil rights and civil 
courtesy In our city? 

WHO organized the Hitler-like campaign of terrorism against this 
noted representative of the Negro people? 

What vested interests were able to turn our BJayor and other city 
authorities into spineless Jellyfish, using their law enforcement 
powers not to protect Paul Robeson from threats of violence, but to 
collaborate with the lawless elements who made the threats? 


WHO, behind the scenes, decided that we were not intelligent 
enough to Judge for ourselves the merits of Mr. Robeson's offerings* 

THESE ARE TEE FACTS 

Paul Robeson was engaged to sing at the Shrine Mosque on Friday, 
April 18, 1947* His concert was arranged by Allen Cannon, part time 
nruslo instructor at Bradley College* It was one of a serios of con- 
certs promoted for the sake of profit and to bring noted singers and 
choruses to Peoria* Previous concerts had received good publicity 
and ore reported to have been vory successful and profitable* 


But from the first announoemonts of tho Robeson concert thoro 
were ruidbllngs of opposition, coming in tho main from people conn- 
ected with end influenced by some of Peoria's big industries* A . 
Idll-wl ^-silence policy of press and radio was combined with a 
* whispering campaign to limit the sale of tickets* Up to a fow days 
beforo the concert this was apparently condiderod adequate to guar- 



antOQ a failure* It was then that a group of Poorla cltleens, awara 
of tho insidious uao of race projudicoy red baiting and anti-labor 
propaganda being used to limit the sale of tlckots, undertook to pop 
ularize the aoneort and to ftuarancoe its auocessa We wanted to aeo 


Paul Roboaon in the flesh and hoar him sing* 

But the sponsor, admittedly worried about losing his 
aeoomponied by the wife of a Caterpillar public relations 
went to Champaign Where they talked Mr* Roboaon^s manager 
celling the concert* 


Job and ' 
directori 
Into can- 


It was also on Tuesday, April 15th, that Oomer Bath, columnist 
for the Peoria Star, wroto hla first vicious column attacking Mr* 
Robeson as a Comnunist or fellow traveler* 

And on tho same Tuesday, significantly onou^, Milo Nolaon, 1st 
Word Alderman, Introduced a resolution to the City Council trith tho 
avowed intention of barring Paul Robeson from public appoaranoo In 
Poorla* Aide man Nolaon* a resolution and prepared remarks usod tho 
some smear technique as the above mentioned Star columnist and many 
people are wondering WHO wrote tho resolution for tho 1st Word Alder- 
man* Without dlsousaion or.dobatc tho resolution was railroadod ' 
through* Tho next day when pcoplo started to call tholr Aldorman, 
these city fathers began to wonder what had boon put over on the 

On Wednesday, April 16th, wo who issuo this statoment, met to- 
gether as a Citizon’s Comrcittoo to preserve Civil Liberties and 
Rights in Peoria. 'Wo recognized that the unconstitutional moans and 
threats of vlolonco bolng used to bar Mr« Robeson from public appe- 
arance must bo challenged* There are fow orogrcsslvo Independent • 
thinking people who have not boon branded "rod' at somo timo or 0 / 
since Hitler dovolopcd this technique to destroy democracy and bring 
Nazl-fasclsm to a large part of Suropo, Antl-Comnunism using smear 
campaign and lawless throats of vlolonco can destroy all our demo- 
cratic rights - and that is fascism* 

After this mooting, throe people wont to Champaign whore Mr* 
Roboaon had sung to an overflow audlonco to tho TJnlvoral ty of Ill- 
inois campus* They urged him to come to Peoria and help maintain 
domocratlc American traditions by fighting for his civil rights* 


All public mooting places woro barred by insidious pressure. 
Various churches, both Nogro and whlto, wore contactod* but bocauao 
of tho hysteria of throats, of race vlolonco, intimidation and other 
coercive moasuros, coming from tho City *^dmlni3tratlon, tho ministers 
and officers of those churches wore intimidated and rofuso uso of 
their facllltioa to Robeson* However, wo find that now tho air la 
cleared, the Poorla Ministerial Association at Its rewlar mooting, 

aln 


oxprossod thoir disapproval through a resolution, ag 
ion taken of Roboson appearing in ieoria# 


nst tho aot- 


On Thursday, April 17th, 11 mombors of this commltto© mot 
with Jtoyor Triobol, demanding that space in tho City Hall - trad- 
itionally opon to all groups of citizens - be granted for us to 
welcome Paul ilobeson. The Mayor finally agreed. If concuronoo 
could be secured from a majority of the City Council* 'Then con- 


t^ctdd, a majority of tho aomo aldonsan who hod been stompodod ot tbo 
City Council mo«3tlng, reveraed themaelvos In favor of permitting a 
City Hall roception for Mr. Robeson on Friday, the day he had been sch- 
eduled to appear at the ^hidno luoaque* 


Iho forces of repression went to work Thursday night and Friday 
morning* Violence against Robeson and the Negro people was threatened* 
Our wavering Mayor, lacking courage to enforce civil rights as he is 
sworn to do* wont back on his promise to this committee* Could it be 
that the Mayor agreed with the senti^ients of those who expressed in- 
tention of violence? Bo that as it may* instead of enforcing the law 
against those who throatonod violence* ho road tho so-called Riot Act 
against those who wore being threatened with unlawful attack* A aujet-* 



V * n v^ via a 1 si a 


Despite threats of violonco* insults and slandor* Paul Robeson 
came to Pooria* Tho people were denied a place to moot him and hoar 
him sing* Ho was refused time on radio station WMBD, tho only Peoria 
radio outlot In the evening* Hundreds of people who hoped he might 
appear at the City Hall, wore gathorod there on Friday night* They 
wore given a full exhibition of tho police reserves, called out by 
Mayor Triebel - not to uphold the law* but to make sure that the law- 
ful riffhta of free soaoeh and freo assomblaffo would not be oxerelaed.. 


In the living room of A jay Martin* a Caterpillar worker now sor 
vlng as a union official* a fow pooplo wero fortunate enough to moot 
Mr* Robeson* Thoro he sang a eouplo of tho songs which have dolight 

«d groat audiences in all the froo parts of tho world* Ihcro he was 
Interviewed by tho press* 


Paul Robeson own words are the host doscrlptlon of what ho fotmd 
In Peorlas "I*ve been all over the world” ho said* ”and tho only 
times I have soon hysteria roach those heights was'ln Spain under 
Pronco and in Oeimany under Hitler - this is a sure sign that Fascism 
is around tho corner in our Country”* 


He promised to return saying ”I 
and there will be others too* Ihis 
rights will not go unchallongod*” 


personally will return 
ost flagrant violation 


again* 
of civil 


IHIS BLOT MUST BE vaPED PROM THE RECORD OF PEORIA. 


Wo ask all fair-minded citizens to got in touch by phone* letter 
or personal visit - with their alderman and tho Mayor, demanding that 
the resolution adopted by the City Council on April 15th be rescinded 
as unconstitutional and contrary to American democracy* 


Wo urge all organization of the people - unions* veterans posts* 
oivlo groups* etc** to pass reaulutlons both to the City Council and 
to press and radio condemning their actions which provoked the atmos- 
phere of terror against Mr* Koboson and tho Negro people* 

We suggest that vetorons and other citizens remind Amertcan Leg- 
ion Post #2 that whon their membors lend themselves to oomjiQlgns of 
vloleneo against civil rights, they endanger tho very liberties in 
our country for which they fought abroad* 


To trado unioniats wo call attention that Paul Robeson has 
alwa^ supported organised labor* But those y/Hio fought his appear- 
ance in Peoria are the some people who - fasclst-llko - would dos- 
troy labor’s right to free organisation and free collective bargain- 
ing* 


To restore the fair name of our city, we must do everything In 
our power to secure the return of Paul Robeson to Peoria for a pub- 
lic appearance at the earliest possible date# This must be done to 
convince the world that Peoria Is still part of a democratic Amor- 
lea* 




It Is too bad that wo have to go outside of our city for a prO' 
gresslvo and rational editorial concomlng the Rcboson case* But 

that being the case, wo heanvith reprint parts of an editorial from 
the Chicago sun of Sunday, April 20th* 

EFFECTS OF THE V.'ITCH HUNT 


It was bound to happen* If Paul Robeson had not been prevent- 
ed from singing in Peoria, ho probably v/ould havo been banned somo 

place olao# Peoria in proscribing a concert bocauso of the singer's 
political vlev/3, was only reflecting the hysteria of the hysteria 
of the witch hunt that is swooping the nation* 


Aftor all, 
COOTHUnl3~” 


distance between "stopping 


thoro is not toe great a 

by arming right-wing governments all ever the world, 
and"stopplng Communism" by silencing a great singer* Cnco you sub- 
ject government employees to tho kind of "loyalty" test which casts 
suspicion on every person who over harbored a progressive thought, 
it is easy to demand that artists present a cortlflcato of intell- 
ectual decontamination, something like the Aryanisatim license 
Hitler used to require, before being allov.'od to perform* 


When dlssont is regarded as disloyalty, 

1st throught is considorod a subversive thought, 
that treason will bo suspected in a singer's voice, 
in an artistic performance* 


whon tho non-confem 

then it follows 




nd botrayal 




We think it is 

fsf* tH n.n tift AnmA 


tlmo for 


tho 


A * 


pooplo of Poor! a and tho people 

ThA uni vnT*fln.l hunt: 1 a 


n 


a vloioua thing not hooauso of what it may do to thd huntod| but 
because of what it doos to the hunters* Just as Hitlerism degraded 
the Geman People, so this mad preoccupation with a Red "menace 
can only impair the American people's solf -respect, tholr Intell- . 
ectual integrity, their confldonce in the truly boundless strength 
of democracy, their dignity as freemen* 

What kind of citlzonship is it that judges every man's actions 
by secret speculation on his place in the political spectrum* VAiat 
kind of Amerlcanlam is It that weighs mon not by their worth but 
by tholr political convictions? iVhat kind of democracy is It that 


aaaossoa those convictions not oy whether they are rig^c ox wrongs 

but by whether they are ^Coraimnlst"? 

^ftie; problem Is one tor the whole na tion, not progressives al- 
one* Somehow me must convinco oursolvos that it is noitbor oxpod« 
lent nor domocratio to try to "stop ComBuniam" by backing Fascism 
aupprossing free spooch^ establishing thought control^ or banning 
Foul Hd>oson*s volco* 
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TRAJISLATIOH FROK THE SPANISH 



TEN THCHJSiaH) PEIiSONS REAR 



Seme ten thousand people irere in attendance night at the National 

Stadium to hear the famous North Ajnerican baritone . FauPjjQbeso n, whose Tisit to 
the Isthmus has caused much comment since it has be en Haio^^ r ip is con- 

nected with Ccmuiunist propaganda# Here the exponent of the colored 
shaking hands with President Jiir^enes at the close of the concert. Do 
J^uilera, General Secretary of the President, also being present. In spite of 

' J 4 A 4- 4 M 4-Vi n AW* 4* -Ufa B 


appears 

^roadio_ 



frem any Coimnunist or union propaganda 


Translated by 



6/5/47 
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Diez wtr^rsonas oy^ron a Robeson anocbe 




*,v.v. 

V.*Af* 


Unas diei mil penonfti «e dkron clU anoche en el Estadio 
Kacional para cscuchar al famoso liaritono norieamencano Fanl 

Robeson; cuya Tisita al Istmo ha sido muy comentada pues *e 

decia auc el Tiaje cstaba relacionado con la propaganda 
nista. Aqui aparece cl eiponenie de la rasa de color estrecnando 

la mano del Prcsidenlc Jimenez al terminar cl concierto, niidien* 

do Terse alll Umbien al RecrcUrlo General de la Presidencia, 

don Arcadio Aguilera. No obstante las prediccioncs el concierto 

a* 4 ai)b nrAiiftranda comunlita o sindicalista« 










Candf^fficials Conspicuous By • 
Absence at Paul Robeson Recital 





\ V# 


»1 


V. . 


An audience of about 10,000 
people headed by President En- 
rique Jlm^nez^Shd members of 
his Cabinet, last night heard 

Paul Robeson, world-famous 
American Negro baritone, who 
appeared in Panama’s Olympic 
Stadium. , , 

/ Conspicuously absent front 
Rhe performance sponsored by 
l/thc ClO-Unlted Public Work- 
fers were Canal Zone officials, 
^tnany of whom receiyed com- 
^pHmentary tickets, 

Robeson*s program began with 
old European ballads, then in- 
eluded a group of the classics; 
^rd God of Abraham” from 
■ ‘‘Elijah” by Mendelssohn and 
two Moussorksky selections, an 
excerpt from ‘'Boris Oodounofr’ 
and “After the Battle ” 

Here his program was Inter- 
rupted by a rtiout from the au- 
dience calling for ”Oi' Man 
River/'' 

Robeson graciously interrupt- 
ed his scheduled .selections to 
sing the popular favorite And 
after a thunderous applause' re- 
peated the same song. 

His third group of presenta- 
tions were Negro folk songs some 
f which which his. accompanist 


.r * : % 


Ir . 


Lawrence Bro^, sang with hi^ 

Most popular with the ' Au- 
dience were Robeson’s encores* 

They included “Water Boy * 
‘Deep River/’ “Scandalise Mt 
N ame/' ; ‘No Matter What You 
Say, T StUl Suit Me,** -Let Uf 
People Go/' and “The Rouse 1 
Live In/’ * . " 

To close his program, Robesoa 
recited the dying soliloquy of 
Othello, the play in which he 

arbused the enthusiasm of Lon* 

don in 1S30 and in which he 
played for two years In the 
United States In New York and 
on the road. 

Carlos Grant, a Canal Zone 
violinist, played during the se- 
cond intermission of Robeson’s 

program at the request of &e 

artist becarse of his. interest 4n 

young musicians. 

Jht expected *‘propaeanda:'^ 
which was to come with Bo* 
beson’s appearance under CIO 
sponsorship was Included but 

not by speecb-makii^. 

HIj selections, particulsrlj: 

"After the Battle” "Water 
Boy/' end "The House I LivO 
In” represented hU pica for 
peace and equalit# <nf hnmaA 
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l!ay 7 , 19li7 
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MkOT. RAflESflK 
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linO'B HOO 

ooneernlng BpbgioQt 


xwo and 1 ^ 7 , 




Be is a eonoert singer and an aoior* Be «as boxn at f^rinoeton, 
Kaw Jeran/f on April 9 » tbs son of wlUlaa Prov fiobeaon and Anna 

Jjouisa (BusUU)* He rsceivod his A* B* degree at Butgers college in 1919 « 
and LL.B. from Colimbia Universitgr in 1923 ^ an bonoraxy L« 1 I«P* at Eamiltoa 
College in I 9 ti 0 j an banorax 7 B«A» at Rutgers tkilvarsitx in 1932 « an boi>- 
erary at Mooxehouae Collage^ 1 S>U 3 « and an hotkoraiy doetor*s degree 

in humanA IaIIam a 1 Kcnranl ttilMmltir In Ua urt>fd^ rnlarvla Cm 




} / 


1/ 


Ooode on August 17 * 1921 * Ha has one soa« Robeson, jr* Fran 1923 ■ 
until the present time he has appeared in eumerous etage plsya* Be is a 
member of the Fhl Beta Kappa, the Alpha Ibi Alpha and sigma Tan telta frs<> 

temitiesa Robeson ma a four-letter aan ehile at Butgers Qaivereity and 
picked by salter Cemp on bis Alin&meriean football teaa as an end* Bis 
home is in Enfield, Conoeotlout* Be giyes his Bow York address as, in ears 
of Robert Kookmore, 10 East ItOth Strset, Raw York, Bsw York. 

a 

e 

Tne ouxrent Biography for l$bla on page 7179 has the folloeine to 

eay ooncexning !R>beoaQ| 

<» 

racial problaa la one that Robeeon has etiidiaci thoroughly. 

It was racial dlsorlAination as such aa his own acting ability that caused 

Mm g"l emi »n ■ rtay gay a T ^ m y ^ e *- Oa mJLS mOS* «0 4 

USSR bemuse be tboutiht the boy oould grov up normally tbero...«....»».Re 

fre< 2 acntly epeaks out on political issues in idiloh be feels his race la 
deeply involued* lb the eunaer of 19 b 0 , he was opposing eonserlptioo, 
speaki^ for peace, later uigi^ all Regroee in Indbatiy to Join tb* United 
Automobile Worioara of America in their Ford organising drive, even later 
speaking and singing at benefit to aid Brltia^ China and the Bovlet union. 

called a radloal*" 
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The Bovamber h$ 1937 a Issue of the Daily torker, alleged offLeial 
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Ur. Rosen 


reprasen^vivs ox wm vonong eiaas. 
in nr mind.- 1 Q 0 - 1230 U- 7 , pg 32 
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publication of the Co ceam iet Party, carried^ article In which Robeeon 

quoted as saying, -Rhen I step on to a sta^' in the future, I go on as a 

1 woj^ udLih a Consoiousaess of that 

i/^ 

The Dally fferksr of luy X 6 , 19 ^, on page 1 , {Mlnted^oUt that 
In an Interview had stated that «here was no diacriednatian in 
^= 5 ^et circles and that his son, idio stl^nded bdhoi^ |ifi hiisa^, raeelved a 

cultural advantage there. 
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Tb« BagAkloA seetlon of i^ker of April 16, 19Ut> In A storj 
on Kobeson** life said that he «as an honorary Msher of the KifU} State, 
j County and ttinlcipal Workers of Aaerica, a predeoeasor to the present U^ted 
i niblin liKHrkars of AmerlBai the luruj end also a attiber of the Abraham linooln 

' Brigade. ioo-i23Qh-U 


lbs Dally Voxtcer of Fshruaty 13, reports that hobeson 


spoke at a meeting of the Joint Anti«>Faecl8t itefugee Ooessittee at the 

A^assador Hotel In Los Angeles, CaUforni^st iddi^tiBe $17|CXK} eas rslsed* 



^UVMPU 

roads of hlstoxy. Samethlng is vrong eben su(& Fascists as Hearst are 
alloved to mlalead and mial^ont the Anerloan people, ibe American people 
do not entirely understand that «e can have Fesolan hare uolass we laam 
to use our praduotivs resources for the tw^flt of all ^ people, irs 
csn*t wait for FBSoiea to die out end the oppressed peoples of the world 
will not wait, we nut understand that we have elreedy entered s ehanged 
world, we mat have those 60 nillior ^he that Wallaoe spMks of. K% 
nut clean out our om FSeoiste.* I00-1230h-31, pg 11 

I 

Ibe Deily micer of liureh 12, earrled an ertiole datellnad 

in Sm Francieoo on that same <kte In whi^ Hebeeon la reported to have 
liTged former President Boosavslt to end the deportation ease against Barry 
Bridges, jn his letter to the Preeidant, wblcdi was quoted, he said, "Harry 
Bridges has stood steadfastly against dlsorlainstlao, steadfastly for equal 
treatBsnt, and all this without regard ^ his own pemoosl fortunes." 

100*1230U-31 pg 12 ■ 

the Dally Worker of April 17, il9i;5» eerried an ertiole to the 

effect that the Council on African Affairs headed by him bad suboitted 
a memorsnduD to the delegatee of the Cz4U^ Katioos Conference in fan 
Francisco, calling for tbs estabUsbsten^ of an Ibtenutlonal Ooloaial 

ComalssioD In the proposed world ozigaol^tion. ioo.l23C}li»31, pg. 13 

the Dally Worker of VtCF 76, 1^1^, earrled an sri^iole In which 
it was pointed out that Bdbmon was to appear on a progress entitled "Salute 
to the Ql*s of the united KsUcns" to he held on Kay 31, 19ti5* under the 
euspioee of the Rational Couneil of American *»viet F r i end s h ip. The Dally 
worker of Ji^ne 1, l$(i^,sald that fioheecn sang Bed Antgr eongs at this 


1/ 







Ing, which was held In Radlacn square Qardah, Raw Tork City. 

100*1230li*li0e pg 3 ' * 

Sujgr W&rkw of 5optaober 30f wid th&t Btibwan bod 

acted as pwlraan of more then IDOO eitisons in the Fine Art:: field, idto 

foraad an organlaation knomn as the "Artists, Writers and profassional 

DivisAon ^f the Bm J. Davis Mcn-Partisan Coe^ttee". The srtiele quoted 

fiobeson aa having said, "Hie (Ben Davie) campaign beiongB to the perale, 

to all people — vAdte and negro. g«rtlle md .Jea^ nutting ecroee ail 

boundaries and oon-partisan poll Vice, our Bon la the dty 


scroee 

Council. 


That 




lD0-1230U-i4QF pg 7 
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The seatujt Star or nbniuy iz, roportea an intomow «i«i 

Roboson In whioh be eetd bit tcUf Paul, attended tobool in Buttie 
froiB the 6tb tbamueh tbe I3ih /ear* He eaid^ " 1 ^ eon is doTiniteljr tbs 
product of Soviet eduoation"* He eontinued sod said^ "I an «bU satisfied. 
The Russitfi standards axis extxeoalr hiidi** 

xuu-xou4r^o 


Tbs mUj Worker of Uareh $m listed abbescn sMog those 

acting as sponsors of a "Xetlonal kobilisatloa in Washington* sMnresent 

to held iipxll $0 throng 7a X9ii6, to 'Hiib tbe ttiitsd States bsofc to s 

genuine anti»Fsscist foreign program.* 100-12304-40, pg U 


Tbe peoples Toiee of Xaroh 30, 19U6, reported that Robeson spoke 
before s nasa seating at tbe Second Baptist Cburob in loe Angalae, Califomie 
that day at a seating speoeorad jeintilj by a Councp. on if rioan Affairs and 
the Peoples Dally world, Asong otiMp thinge, ha oallad for aid sod dasocratlsa- 

tion for tbe colonial people of the world. ioO-l 230 l 4 -Sab A 


fortor of Saptesbar la said that the editors of Hew 

tiasasa had announced they would sponsor a produotion antitXad, *Adventura 
Dramatic* at Caxnegla Hall on Septasber 22, 19b6. Eobeson reportedly would 
participate a^ eosbine hie talents along with other artists in the stage 
production of "The Qreat Oonapirsoy Against Russie*, by Albert Kahn and 


Tbs poo;dee Toils of Oetdber 19, 15^6, deaeribos Bobeson ea Co» 

Cbairoan of the Hstional Coiadttee to win the Feaee, scsber of the <xecutiwe 
Committee of the mdep«ident CltiBans Ooaeaittee of Arte, solntoes and rro- 
fessioos, jChaiman of the Coonoil on Afrioan Affaits, Chairman of the Aserloan 
Crusade ip End lynoblng^ ease artliole reported that ha was a witnese 
before thp Tenney «MntLsgialstiwe (California) Ootmcieaion on QHbaBrlean 
Aotivitiep in Loa Angeles, CS^ifbmla «n October 7* 19U6. Shan asked if be 
thought rtosaia in 1917 tsa# the ideal eountxy in lAioh to teat Kandss, ha 
said, *tfo, T thlnk...tha''$wt eountry to test the prinolples of HarzisBi sight 
be the jw^oa of today. Buaaia in 1917 was too poor. * He said be was not 
a Cetmmlnt bat that * a Hegro* he was *inevltably attracted to 

U» «ntl-Fuol«t ttnont • ioo-lZ30l,-Snb A 


reported and he la quoted aa having said thst ■regardless of Rossla*s totali- 
tarian featuraa, it was a eounUy shich had established equality of paoplae 
of black, idiite and yallow and where e derogatory use of tbe word *Jewt 

brought s Jail aentoDOa.* io«.i 23 oli-sub a 

a 

* 

The Daily Korker of Ootobor 11, I9i|6* in rapoHlng this aaso infoma- 
tion quoted Uobasdn ae having told SanatorH Teonq# that the axiatenoa of hla 
Cotaaittea was avidanoa of Iho fact that FaMiss etlU lives. Bs was asked ’ 

If he wu e oonwist. Bs xwDliad that be eharacterlsed Msself aa an ~ 




•ntl-F&Scls t • Be nid th«t be wui not « Coesnimiet, but that ba vould 
oboooe it over tho Eepublioans, axj^lelning that "in ay association iri^tfa 
Cvsntmist' 1 throoehout tha Tiorld I have found then to be the first people 
to die» Ikie first to eserlfioe and tbs first to aoderstand pasoiaa** 


100 -lS 30 l^b^ 

toxtcar of DaoeBher 2?^ 19^6^ on paee $. eald that be 
vould be the pitneipal speaker at a ivo-^ eonferenoe to be bald in 
Vaehingtanf S« C* OQ Jemiaxy 23 $ 15t7# undar the euspioae of the Aoerloan 

Ousada to £nd l^mohing* j0O-123Ci*-Bub A 

Iba Faoplae Voica of Febxtiaiy 19b7f on oarried an 


i 

I 


article in vhioh it me stated that Eobaeon bad told raportara in st« 
ipuie, Missouri that ba «aa leaving iba theatisr and the oaocart stags for 
wa next two years to *talk up and down the Katioa against race hatred and 


pro Judies** 


the article pointed out that Hoboeoa narohsd at the head of 

> Louia civil Bi^ts Coogrssa 


a' picket line vlth about 30 easLbers of iba st* 

in front of the iearloan Ibaatar In St* booief Uliisourl to protast its 
r^ial aagragatlon praotlsa. ioo-x 230 U-Sub A 

a 

lbs Los Angelas Tieas of Itaroh 17^ I9h7« pointed out that Robeson*# 
CKxioart at the pfailhaitaonie ludiioriiai on tto Saturday nl|^t bsforS| foUowsd 
the pattam of tiiose sat by bin in rMtent years in that it ins part recital 
fnd part political sotion* The article pointed out that froa the remarka ciada 
by EObeson it «ae a^iparent that ha bad no iotantion of obangine his roatina* 

Itt added *ibosa «bo pay to bear bis eloquent singing eiU also have to endora 

his poll ticking •« 

I V • 

( 

Hedda fioppar in bar eoluan ■Locking at BoUyvood* In the loe Ang^^jas 
tinea of l^aresb 20« ISh?^ eaid^ *Vbon Paul fto^on eang tte Ctxuaunist «?eopla*s 
tottla Song* bare siul dedloat^ It to Oarhardt iSLslar^ sons aenbers of bin 
udlenoe iralked out* Thy one rsoained is beyond ns* To sit i<Uy lieteuing 
a nan abusing tbs prscioue barltaga of frsedon given ua by our Constitutioa 
in flaunting the preaohinge of our most dangerous ensay la inviting disaster* 
Iban such people as Bobesoo are attacked tb^ aorsan *parsaoutlon * and * F aeciaa* 
the obvloua dodge that ohr Bad bretben attest shso cornered by people 
tbsy*ve goacibd out of lethargy* fat they believe It perfectly rl^t that they 
be allovad to attack the very foundations of cur eountcy aiaqily bacause one 
of our prinoiplao provi^ias freedom of epaaedt** 
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Own Method 
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* t • 

Paul Robeson’s concert at Phil- 
harmonic Authtorhim Saturday 
night followed the pattern of 
those set by the Kegro bass in 
recent years, In that U was part 
recital, and p art political-action 
f ra 

From the remarks made by 
fiobeson it Is evident that this 
ioiutant musician has no. inten- 

**QOh’Ssf':t!iIlahgthg'‘'hiB ii3Utin& 

^ Those who toJtiLWrhla jflo- 

jgUent ^Iso li^Y« lo 

endure his ..politicking. 

M. . y * 

DistorUiig 

' This reviewer likea nelthe 
manifestoes nor. mechanical con*! 
trlvances as by-products of a 
musical recital It Is impossible 
to judge Robeson’s voice today 
by the same critical yardstick 
^th which one measures his 
cdnfreres On the ^concert tfat- 

*^fonh, for he uses hiicrophoaes 

^d amplifiers, thus falsify^ 

'volume and distorting int^- 

Robeson claims he does this 
to case the strain on his voice 
but the fact remains that he Is 
the only major recitalist^ so to 
Indulge himself. One rewt of 
this ^tortioA is that his mag* 
x>10cent voice frequently sounds 
n > i Etrainedly granular in passages 
* sung at full volume, and that 


\ 







i"- 


r* * 





V : j 






his very deep tones lack naturals 
resonance. - i 

'• ^‘V I 

Taried Baccessea BSEINO RED 

The most effective numbers oM When Paul Robeson sang 
his program, from the stand- jUie Communist ’’People’s Bat* 
point df music and muslciai^-)tle Bong” here and d^cated it 

ship, were two works by Moo^to Gcrh^rdt^l^>f^j;w jmem* 
fiorgsky, the prayer frprh **BWris^rs of • Itjs yglked 
Godounoff” and "'After the Bat- 
tle ” Deserving of great praise’ 

too, were Mendelsohn's 

God of Abraham'’ frqm "Elijrt* 

Aivf fKA Yale *««fl 


looking HOILVIVD^ 

j g^ gngclaf eimeg * 7 wy w-zMAgcH aa, n 

mil Why one reinalned is 
yond me« To git Idly listening 
to a man abusing the precious 
heritage of freedom given us 
by our Constllutioti In flaunt- 
ing the preachings of our most 
dangerous enemy Js . Inviting 
disaster. When such people 
^ Robeson are attacked they 
scream "'persecution” and 
'Tascism”— the obvious dodge 
that our Red brethren attempt 
When cornered by people 
whom they've goaded out of 
lethaigy. Yet they believe It 

perfectly right that they be al- 
lowed to attack the very foun- 
dations of our oquntry-Hs^ply 

use one of our principles 
rovldes freedom of speech. 

Bette Davis and bUl Sherry 
are remodeling one of the 

rooms in their new home to 

nuke a painter's studio for 

»Harry (Pop^ Sherman’s 
daughter Teddi now a fulK 
fledged writer rat Enter prise, 

•ENE VIEBNEV 
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Mozart's *The M i 
Piute." Moving aiinpUclty 
evident In several of the 
als, such as *'My Curly H 
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aby," and, in the 


.. ’ S 


Lk\ - 




^ Of English ballads 

^ Hunter. 


. RobeaotT* «ccom 

the truly^ 
,fenoe Bivwfl, whole 
aa^Jncal ild in 
'h f lifiiilQims tepfe IT 
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SUBJECT: 


Director, JBI 

SAC, So8tm 

PAUL' EOBESCK 
nirUUIAL 3ECUBITY 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE:, July 29, 1947 



The SAIUB&^llAMS SCHOOL FOB. SO CIAL STU DIES, a ConmiunlBt_sponsored 
school in Boston, Kass., on Sunday evening. June 22, 1947, sponsored, a 
concert given for the benefit of the school by PAUL BOBESOU at Sycphony 
Hall, Boston, l>Ias8. 



lOv-20575 


cc: (2) Hew Toik 














We 9 l«v Wl^liaai 

3*7* Atftrx 


34. JackACQ 
/our.g 


«fn<5!3irh W17.ii«=s 

I * 

Vatcb t!i« 0 « n«ffi««».ifor tb«s« ptop'o n* & fj**cp4 nesting of 
tho 3xoctitlvtt Board of cur Poatj ellow^^O i^L'ccsI'toe xo b« prootltua 
tod and Ictinidatod Into olgnlng a €'^lru bad do 

authority in wtltlDg. 

Horo io the atory that ordel in too cignlng *>!' a roroXution that 
vaa wrlttou ty cutall^ra Ca"lgnm4 to tpMt t»^c progrossito fcrc3 
that aro fighting a bbttio for N'^gro **lght3. 

On Apritp tho ISthp 3r Cll''Trrd Ilr.zolvncdf roallslng tbo danger 

to all 7oor^a*b ilegroobt der\4r»ce t*? tha iraolutlon paatod by 

tho City Council, thxt ccui '. :':.vl •c^ly k«op ell of ciatioo*a pros 

rogaivoa boxh Hagrc o^' '^ocria*. Ho joiaod with a group 

of Pooria*fl ltboral 3 crl rr-£ro3^i/ou, whites aad Hoc^oag«, to 

8«e that Ci’^ll Hifchtd i'er nil po^plo hi rotniroJ -o Poorla and that t 

corrupt ro3ol‘jtlor of tho oily i^cunei.’ bo snitt^n from tho official^ 
rocord of ;• * T 


thgalcinf: be w. '-ao ' Oritn 
triad to ^r'wer iia k-^fu 

antorod tho ;‘lgh“ cni t ji^fvl 

tindorstood .h- pjvtra ‘•'-Lot 

was throato*ai uy a *^prarinNti 

the grounds :f .i> . CDr*ir.* rif*rthl 
statod *wltIioui tte V|.rr:i4M? 3 

Anorican ru'o iun* no sVero can 

Hacalwod for pr^ndplac *'dr:e: 

icanin as advocated* o'*^' tha 


, and Ijck their sboos, tbo Mayor firs 

to ^6 cojvtrod-. 5von though bo ha^ 

^o:l xr.' cfficer ci the K,A*A«C«P.(, wt 

no Tja*-^ t^'v.rg tb break our ranks, bo 

/ler^c&LO LAgioo Po*^ &a OC 
. of Tost, lor tho roaolution 

^ «til Iji^s Post has an uo- 

c^coT^ *- y^t they daau 

t*; cjLtrtry tc cho prlnciplos of Arne- 


- < 


cer 4 


ri'n 




« • xuxi-Aipj; ^ lawyer j tur jdu of trying tc intlsl-. 

data and rulo thooi actxcn nf TlsaclJ Jr it. net with Mr« Hasolwood wit 

tbo ordor that *y^tr usefulness ui Comiuataor of Tisdell Post la no 

longor noodod*. (First tu^> si '^i oed^e us than thoy SMXa try to rule 
us) Tbo Thought that his opinio, and ti:ose cf his Post vara boing 
docldod by an outsider, meu'* angry and when bo loft, Kr*^ 

Phillips has boon inforicod that x^a ne'~' Kagro conld not bo troatod as 
a sorvant wbo would jump as Lr« or any >th.or whlto nan 1(1 aba 

Unable to gain bis wished, Mr* Phillips wont to tbo poopio wt^ose 
naoas wo soo at tho top of this list and told thorn as though bo ppro 

God, that If tboy did not call a nsotlng and got rid of Haaolwopi, 
be would sea that their charter was taken awayi^ They bad e sec^Aa 
Booting let tbe hone cf Mr* Bouldln and was intimidated into sig^wg 
roaolution wbiob Mr* Phillips and not tboy wrolo« 


Thia roaolution was voted on by loss than two-thirds majority of 
tho Sxocutlvo Board and so should not bavo boon oado part' of tho Post 
law* This action should not bavo boon made public* • .loading tbo publ 
to boliovo that this roprosontod tho thinking of tbo Post* • .tboroby 
bolping to split tbo progrosoivo movo to glvo tho Kogro poopio tbo 
rights tboy bavo so long fought for and desorvod*.* without first be in 
prosonted to and paasod by tbo rank and fllo aonborsblp of tbo Pest* 


Thla aovo on tho part of a fow of tho Nogro populatioo baa alroaC 
bad roporeusaloDs**.vloloot to tbo wolfaro of tbo Mogroos of this 
Alroady tbo Mayer io usbog this as Mtorial to brosk tbo domands of x 
NAACP and dopriva us of civil Ilbortlos* 51nco this drastic actloc, 
ho told tbo MuCP that ho oo longor nood liston to tbom for tboy did 
not ropTMBfit tbo fopulatien. Bocauio this is being uaod as a weaper 
agaloat ua wo must posa a roaolution condoning tbo action of tboso f« 
man* Vb must sond a raooXutioo to tho Mayor, City Cowoell, Post Mg. 
MAACP, and tbo Pooria Minlatorial Aisoctatloa, tho jTosa and tbo radl 


Vo must wrlto to ovory Mogro Post in tbo stato, adking that thoy 
toko aotieQ aiplost this uptaoval of rights la our oUy in ordar to. 
holp us rogaln our civil tlgbts and libortlos* 
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ZSE BILL or BIOBIS HOST BE BESTOBED XX PEORIA 







IBEBEAS} 


•ifEEREAS: 


AHEREA3; 


BBEB^AS: 


•WSAS: 


RESOLVED 


RESOLVED 


R£4QVT^f 




off lewa and Beabers of tha Paorla Branch 


Ltlonal Association for tha Adraacaaent 

orad Paella, afflllatad with tha national Organiaa 

tha lAACP, vithaora than 1.500.000 aeabars 



. protast aMinst tha action of ' tha Citr Coui 
^ the Mayor of the City of Paorla In danylnA Paul 


Bobfi BOn. An 0 


Appearance In our cltya aol 


The action taken by Peoria* 9 City Govemaient 9 in>prafl 
tbe Fight of free speech* and the rl^t of fye# 
assenbla^ in our city* has openly violated the lAilt 
States Constitution ani tha Bill of Rights, aM 


The action talcen by suppressing Civil Rights in our 
has bestirred prStests frctt l^edom loving 
In all stations of life th^ughout Anericai 
trlnglng condettnatlon wd shaae Mpm our city, azri 


people 

orlnel 


Ss^rclslng the right of redress of grievance. 

to the attention of the City Aldersen and the Mayor 
that they were elected as servants of the people* ar 
we re mind them that they are not vested with 12 ie pos 


or authority to legislate or rule against the Iblted 
States Constitution or the Bill of flints, vhlch gua 


antees to all the people the right of free speech^ 


00* cjLiAA AAee assesuj^agv*. ^ree xrom coercion 

Lestatlon. and 


The unconstitutional* action which directly effected 

the public appearance of Paul Robeson in the City o. 
Peoria Is a glaring example of the depth of discrln 
Ination prevailing in our city* and 


' knowledge, not once since our Cit 
this unconstitutional action against 


civil rl^ts* has the Mayor or any of the City^Aide 
men publlelly announced that they uphold the united 


states Constitution and the Bill of Rights, and 

call UDOn them now to 


they stand on our Constitutional ri^ts. and 


The Peoria Ministerial Association must be prals 
cotomended for the resolution It passed on Monday 
£1* 194?, In which it declared if effect that de 
and tto right of fMe speec^emd assemblage must 

in cur city, Nun XHERErvRE 5E 




That the City Council of the City of Peoria, lUlnoi 
rescind the action taken by them on Tuesday, April 1 
1947, being unconstitutional and In violation of the 
civil rights of the people, AMD BE IT PbRTKBR 


That the City Council publicly announce that tbm Pei 
Ministerial Association has their full support in 1 
request that Paul Robeson return to Peoria uisler It 
auplces, and that the City Council shall guarantee 
that any public Mating arranged by the Ministerial 

Association shall be adequately and properly proteC' 

ed aga ins t Intsyfa I -tmf 

AMD & Xt>12UUi ■ 


Kiat eoplaa of these resolutions be forwarded to tha 
People Clt, Council, the Mayor of the City of Peoria 


£>«*Si tte radio, tha Batlonal Crasnlzations.of 

^ Aorla Ministerial Associatlm^ 


pv«4# wMfsr imraoiu w orcBusaiioas as maj 

naodifary. 


foUr subalttad : 
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AN evening of 


MUSIC 
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PRTIST PlUBE TZERKO 
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MAJESTY’S THEATRE - JAM. 14-15 1948 
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rr.cnts of 


PLUMBING 
lES LTD. 


1 


ST. W. 


T R E fl L 


TOGS 


I 


DRAMA PLAYHOUSE 


TWO 



directed by MARILYN I IFF ^nd BERNICE LOREN 

PARLOR STORY by LLrClEERY 
Feb. 7 and 8 at the U.J.P.O. CENTRE 

5301 Esplanade Rve. 
TICKETS . . . 65c and F5c . . . TAX INC. 



WANHOPE 


March 11 and 12 ai VICTORIA HALL 

RESERVED SEATS . . . S£c end S;. 13... TAX INC. 

Tickets on .sale now at ViCTO.RY BOOKSHOP or 

iTom DRAMA PLAYHOUSE ... P.O. BOX 32, STATION "H ' 
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EATING 


STERLING FURNITURE 
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Paul Robeson 

30 CHAIG ST. W. 

great fighter 
for 

democracy. 
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MONTREAL 
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In tribute to 


PAUL ROBESON 


Outstanding 



People's 


Artist 

Compliments of 


CRAIG PLUMBING 

FEDERAL STORES 

AND HEATING 
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SUPPLIES 


54 CRflIG ST. W. 
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Hear Paul Robeson on 

VICTOR RECORDS 

at PARK AVENUE RADIO COMPANY 
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ROCKHEAD’S PARADISE 

SHOWS DIRECTLY FROM NEW YORK 
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, KQgar iioover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. ALL C0>H'AIKED 

HEt'i -IN O.LJ ■ - J ^ 

My dear Mr. Hoover; DAT'^ 

In Mr. VJiite's absence from the office 
we have been receiving considerable correspondence 
with reference to the so-called Robeson incident 
In Peoria, Illinois, last April. 



Among 
letter to 


J 

^orthamploii, Mnu 

^lohomo city 

^Uodtlphlo 
Bichmond, Vo. 

opokq, K«ns. 
oshingten 



the Items received by us is a copy^V 
under date of September 6, 1947 '' 

Third Avenue, Peortty* 
d is the vlce-j»resi- 
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c^APter^ 
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we write to supporx. »r. tiazeiwoou's request, 
that the FBI investigate his connection with this 
affair and go fully into the material he has submitted 
in refutation of the accusation that he is a communist 
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SpoH f wo^ W. BoblUfOO, 
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Amos T, HofI 
Wllllooi H. 
tdw«d P. tamH 
Loofi A. 

tvrti Woyood 


or is active in supporting a communist ideology, 
believe Mr. Hazelwood to be a valuable and active 
citizen of/Peoria whose record in civic affairs 
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anner that this Association is engaged in 

communistic ideology. 
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eoria, Illinois 


\rjL 

September 10, 1947 
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the general practice of the FBI, we should like to 
be advised of the action taken in this matter. 
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Very 



ncerely yours. 
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Septem^ser I5t 1947 


Up, Qs^P^irllUdtta 
issisterit Sacretaxy 

national Association for tha Ad»anc»aaat 

of Colored Peopla ^ , 

20 West 40th Street ' 


ALL IN 

KERL I N 
DATE 


nT^Mt'^lCN CONTAi' 
lij — ' ■ - : ya,c 


Kee Toric 18, Hee T«* tA O 

Dear l£r. Wilktnai 

Thte elll actooidodee your letW 
you reforrod to a lett^ daUd SapteAer 6 , 

IS. br Kr. C . A. Bubl«od. 
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of Soptomber 10, 1947, wherein 
1947, lAich was addressed to 
Illinois. 


^ n« .* th. 


dean appropriste 


< 


' sv "' 

Sincerely ywrw, tJv 
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U*. Tolson 
ir. £* 1. T1 
Lr. Cl*a_^ 
li, Olavir^ 
2 mT. Ladd _ 
ttr, hlchoTs 
lir. Rosen^ 
iO-, Tracy 
W. CsrsorT 
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1^. ournsa^ 
la-. iiarho_ 
l£r. Hendon 
Ur, Penrinl 
ur, Qulr^n 1 
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DIRSCTOR, rei 
SAC, 8AH PRANCISCO 

JODTT AKTI-FASCIST RLTUCffi COMUItTKE 

mraiNAL sscimm - c 


Septasbor 12, 1947 







Ra Raw Tork taletypa Sapbaabar 2, 1947, eonoamlng appaaranea of 


PAL’ 





ODESON In San Francisco and Los Ansalaa. 


ROB’^SON's onijr public appearance in the San Fjanciacr arou vaa at 
the Oakland Audltoriusn Theater, Saptaabar 7, at 3 According to the Daily 
People's K'orld, this appearance was for the benefit of the Spanish Refugee 

Appeal of the subject organiaatlon. ROKilSCWa appearance in the Bay area drew 
the usual publicity fron the Dally People's iiorld and sane publicity fTon the 
San Francisco ^hronlcle and the San Francisco News, the latter two being 
legitimate daily newspepera. ROBIISOK is quoted In the Chronicle for Septenber 

1947, as follows: today should be a danger signal to Americans that 

Fascist philosophy still exists •"•••"But there are many forces in the United 
states that feci Franco is not so bad," 

e 

The San Francisco Kewa publlshod ROB^iSOK^s picture alonr with that of 
ATiTON ouraX painter presently working at the Rincon Poet Office in 

San Francisco* R^^FREGlSi has been associated with Ccnvminlst activities during 
his stay in San Francisco. The Kews quoted H06>f>0K as follows: 

"Ur. lloOVat (fomsr President HEI$?niT H OV:^) likes Franco 
but I don't,” 

■ 

\ 

At UOBHSOK's appearance at the Rincon Post Office, he was aeecepanied 
by representatives of the 5 panish Refugee Appeal who sought publicity for 

refugees from the Spojiish Oovernoent. ItOB>::SON was further quoted: 

* 

"You should see those people, I've seen them. 

They haven't a chance to^et on their feet ec ooomi eally 
speaking— well, sone of theo have, but you take IfILTON IfQLF, 
for example. Uo wasn't a Spaniard. He's an American, but 
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9, 


\ 

N 









A. 


no xougn^ in %oin and Franco oaarlv' boat his bond in* 


nw w 


back in Nsw Toik now, but do you tiiink he can got a Job? And he 
can do almost everything* 7ou Just fight in ^paln and thsn tiy 
and get a Job over here, UIL70H can't d*} it, and he's a news* 
paperman, 

"And in the uatln-Ameriean countries and Ilexico the 
refugees can't do anything, You can't iiraglne tie pressure 
that can be brought, say, in Fenaisa, nob In the Canal 2one, but 
in the Republic of Panama— by the American C}ovenunent. It is 


X Wfl I' 


p / 


I 1 
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get ai^where in Latin America. 

"The American Government is supporting 
If they weren't, all those refugees Ci^d go hot&s. 
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r-lr ctor, from S4C, Bnn Tratioisco 


So, tttffiber X2, 1947 



JOTl'T AUTi-FASCTST KwFaO £ COKHITTHS 
iKT^^lhAL SSGURITY — G 


“do you think HtXJVER'o doing In Gonaaiy? Ho'o lo<rftlng 
for tho rofnnonto of I* G. farbon. Ho llkaa Parbon. 
lir. If OV:.R likas Franco too« but 1 don't« and aa long aa 

we have thla Jangaroua policy of aui^porting tha raoalna 
of Fasoiam^ pooplo llko mo have to do sovothing about It* 
If w* didn't, 1 Might be getting Jgy head beaten in acae 


Inforaanta alao adrJ,aed that the S.-auilah H^fugee Appeal had a 
dinner at the California iheatar Club, 1650 Poat Street, San F aneiseo, 
honoring Br^KSOt*'* 

Ko inferRation has been received from Informanta or jMblle sources 
indicating JAi^*^ UiSTIO accompanied HOBZXN to San Fyaneiaco* 


r-»/jo 
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-Office ' Memorandum • united states 

J Wr* E. 

TO I The Director, Federal Bureau of Iiwe sti gati (» DATE: , 

1. tlnetet Oto*. A»ai»t«it Utomey General TTUsJBHsdM 

146-1-25-0 I Jir. Bosaj l 

SUBJECT: | Tr«j 

I Ht. Fr n ^ 

Reference is made to yonr unenUUed memoranda ,^r" ;;17.:; j 

Attorney General, dated SepteAer W, ^i, : ,«.... 

' for the AdyajiCQP ont of ColoredT e^^g» ^ :ir- ^ 

I an enclosing herewith copies of ny replies to tl^ese \ 

✓ 

correspondents* 

^ ^ A' ' /X 

/O i -i / / ■' *' 

Enclosure . * // 

No. 279485 - j/ / . 
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X46*1*25*0 


October 7, 1947 
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Ifr. Clifford 1. HaceluDod 


90S 


3rd Atnnua 


Peorlaj Ulinola 

Dearer. Haselwoodi >' 

a 

Tho Z21r«otor of tbe Foderal Bureau of InvesUgatian has 
referred your letters of Septendber 6 and 12^ 1947^ addressed to 

hlUj to ste for rejdy* 

lith respect to your request for an investigation of 
yourself and of the cfaarges sade against you in conneotlon irith 
the proposed concert appearance of llr. Hul Robeson at PeofZla on 

April IB, 1947, neither the Federal Bureau of Investigation nor 

the Department is empowered to Initiate investigations in the 
absence of some Indication that a violation of federal laiy is 
involved* A careful ezanination of both of your letters falls to 
disclose facts eliich would constitute such' an offense and, in the 
circumstances, I regret it is not possible to comply wltii your 
request* 

lou also sssk Information concerning Kr. Robeson* e 
organisational affiliations* The Department*s Ales, of course, 
are conAdenticil and restricted to the cerviolng of government 
departments and sgenoles slone for ofAdsl use. They esnnot be 
made available to the public nor can any statement be made 
purporting to be predicated up>on their contents* In this regard 
as well, therefore, X regret that 1 am unable to be of assistance 

to you* 
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Respectfully, 

For the Attorney General 
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S4 


J *. I ‘ 

4 


t. 




TAINED 










sr 




T. VIHCEOT Qtnroi 
ssistant Attorney General 
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146-1-25-0 

October 7, 1947 



l£r. Ro^ ViUcina 
Asslatant Secretary 
National A's-oclation for tite 

20 TTest 40th Street 
Nm York 18j New York 

Dear Ifr. WllJcinat 


Ae DLreotor of the Vtederal Bureau of Inveatigatlon 
has referred your letter of Septeaber 10, 1947, ecsieemlng 
Mr* C* A. Hazelvood of Peoria, Illinois, to ^y attention and 


has Ukevise forwarded copies of eorre spondenoe on the eaas 
subject addressed to him directly by Mr* Haaelwood* 


1 

( 


i 


Inasnuch as oy reply to Mr* Haselvood is also 
responsive to your oen corenunleatioo, I thought you would like 
to receive a copy, imieh Is enoloaed* X regret that, in the 
absence of aiy owing of a viola tion of federal law, neither 
the Bureau nor the Department is aapowered to Initiate an 
investigation of the character requested* 


Respectfully, 

For the Attorn^ General 


/ 

T. VINCENT QUINN 
Assistant Attorney Oenertl 


Shdosore 
Mn- 279483 
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SAC, fionolultt 

Oiraotor^ fBI 

ro 

PAUL S03ES0H, 
IVrEBKAL S£C 


October 8, 1947 


with ellAies 
II - 0 


I 


Jfl*. Tcleo n _ _ 
kt-. £« A« tbET 

Hr. Cl»^ 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. OUvJn 

Mr. uod 
Ur. NicrCTB^H 

Ur. Roean 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Ceraon 
Mr, Egan 
Mr. Gurnee 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Pennlns^ofT 
Mr. Qulir Tun 
Mr. Neaae 

IUa» 


Beurlet 4-24-47 and the Bulet 5-6^7 in the case entitled"C 0 Bnninlst 

party. USA, 13th Llstrlot, Honolulu Field DiTlelon, internal Security - C. 
lou are requested to adYise the Bureau If the subject actually arrived in 
Honolulu, andJL£-ao,-4he InfomsUoa ebieh you secured fron your inioruat 
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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


// 


TO 


* 

! 

' L 
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.. i 



FROM 


SUAJ&CT 



Direotor» fBl 

4 

4 

SASt Honolulu 

P 

PAUL ROBESON, idth 
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Rebulet 10/3/47« 
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Ibie ie to advise 'that KBSSOH did not visit the Territory of 
Hamdl as he vas reported to have been considering, as indicated by 

Honolulu letter dated 4/S4/47, 
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ADVISES THAT SVE_^ 


CHAIRMAN OF GOTHENBURG SECTION OF SWEDISH CLARTE ORGANIZATION 


TWENTYFOUR 


GOTHENBURG, SVJEDEN IN LETTER TO DAILY 


WORKER DATED SEPT. EIGHT ENCLOSED LETTER TO BE FORWARDED TO PAUL 
ROBESON. LETTER TO DAILY WORKER SET OUT THAT IN VIEW OF SUBJECTS CON- 
TEMPLATED TRIP TO OSLO AND COPENHAGEN, DANVIK WAS EXTENDING TO HIM 
INVITATION TO ADDRESS STUDENTS AT GOTHENBURG, 
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GOT HOTTEL, SAC Washington Field 
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PAUL H)BE3 OUT « «aa*| 

IHTSINAL SBCURITT - C 


Referenoe Is made to Bureau letter to Washington Field Office^ 
dated October 2^, 19^7* instructing this office to ooxitaot the State 

Department to asoertain if any infonaation is aYailable oonoerning a 

oonteiaplated trip of ROBESON Norway and Denmark* 


regard to the abore. Confidential Informant^H 
'leot that PAUL ROBESON* born in Prinoeton. not 
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and is a oonoert artist and aotor 'by oooupation 


\>1 


\ 

1 - 


R05SS0N aas last issuod 


a one-month’s oonoert trip to panama 


passport #58303 on May 8, igl+y to oover 
ma, Cuba and Uexieo* He intended to 


depart from Miami, Florida by air 
plioation, ROBESON stated that he 
1939 • The file also roToals that 
passport l5^19909U on June 28, 1922 
a theatrical engagement* 




on May <£4, 1947 * In his passport ap- 
had resided in England from 1928 until 
ROBESON availed himself of Ameriean 
for travel in England to fulfill 


A subsequent passport uas issued to ROBESON on October 10, 

1927 for the same purpose, in France, Italy, Spain and Germany* Passport 
#1287 was issued on April 25 , 193U at the American Consulate in London,' 
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April 25 , 193S- 
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ROBESON registered at the ADoerioan Consulate in London, England 
on December 10, 1957, stating in his application for registration that \- 
he visited England, the Continent of Europe and the U*S*S*R* since 1928,^ 
pursuing his occupation's a concert artist* He also stated that he ^ 
married ESLANM GOODE^^ESON on August 17. 1921. His wife was bom in 
Washington, D.C* on Deoaober I 5 , I 896 and they have a boy named PAUL 
RQB^QN, JRa, who ms bom is Brooklyn, New York on Noveoiber 2, 1927* 

Ee stated that this son resides in Hosoow, Russia* 

* 

Speoial serrioe passport #133^ issued RCBESON on July 

26, 191*5 for travel to entertain the Armed Faroes* This was validated 
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Letter to Director Novenber 25 , 1947 

JHy 8, 1947 , is restricted to the Weetem Haadaphare, it will be neceaaary 
for RCBESOH to have thia pesaport revalidated before he can travel to 
Europe. The pasapcrt ie good until May 8, 1949 and, were it not for the 
fast that it is restricted to the Western Eemisphere, he might utilise 
it for travel to any point in the world by merely obtaining a visa from 
the official representative of any particular country he wishes to visit. 

The Department of State is being requested by separate letter 
to place a flash against the name of PAUL ROBESON for the purpose of 
advising the Washington Field Office in the event ROBESON attempts to 
revalidate his passport for travel in Europe. 

In the event information is reoeived to this effeot from the 
State Department, the Bureau and Hew York Offioe will be iamedi at ely 
notified. 
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MONTREAL. THERE IS 


PRESENTLY 


ITINERARY OF SUBJECT ROBESON BUT BUR 
SHOULD SUCH INFO BE OBTAINED. THERE 


IMMEDIATELY 


INDICATIONS THAT ROBESON 


IS SCHEDULED TO PLAY IN AKRON, OHIO IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
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PAUL )? 0 BES 0 N, WITH ALIASES, INTERNAL SECURITY 
HONOLULU LETTER APRIL 24, 194 ? ENTITLED COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
I3TH DISTRICT, HONOLULU DIVISION, INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(HONOLULU FILE 97 - 10 ) AND BUREAU LETTER SAME CAPTION D 2 ATED 

, ‘APPARENTLY RELIABLE 


INFORMATION REFLECTS 


MAY 6, 1947 

ROBESON TO ARRIVE HONOLULU MARCH 10 , 1948 FDR SINGING AND 
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MAY 6, 1947. 
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